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TOWN REPORT DEDICATION
WALTER

Walter

Clair.

CLAIR.

JR.

was a self-employed professional photographer and
member of the community of Chester.

F. St. Clair, Jr.

an active

Bom

ST.

F.

Philadelphia on July

in

He

2,

1932, he

was

and

artist

the son of Dr. Walter and Olive St.

graduated from Manchester's Central High School in 1950, and after serNavy during the Korean War received a degree from the Manchester

vice in the U.S.
Institute

of Arts and Sciences.

Walt taught photography at St. Paul's School in Concord and
founded the photography program at what is now Chester College.
During

He

his career

served for

many

later

years as moderator of Chester's annual town, school district and

church meetings.
His community service included stints on the Chester School Board, as assistant
scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 163, he was one of the founding members of the

Chester Educational Trust, as a Great Hill Cemetery Trustee and in various capacities
for the Chester Congregational Baptist Church. He was a volunteer for Community
Caregivers of Greater Derry.

The Chester Lions Club named him Man of the Year
Walt's passion was music.

the

1^

Windham Band and

the

1996.

euphonium player and organizer in
Exeter Band, the N.H. National Guard Alumni Band,

He was

area brass bands including the

in

a dedicated

Epsom Band.

m
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TOWN OFFICERS
Moderator
Michael Scott -2004
Andrew Hadik-Assistant ModeratOT

Representative to the General Court
Albert

W. Hamel -2004
Selectmen

Charlotte
Jerome Gesel- 2003
Stephen Landau-2005

Lister-

Maureen M. Lein-2004

2003

Robert Jeans Jr-2005

Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Barbara Gagnon-2005

Deputy
Linda Mansur

Treasurer
Lorie Steiger-2005

Deputy Treasurer

Anna

Deborah Costine

Scott

Fire Chief
Stephen Tunberg

Road Agent
Carl Morin-2003

Chief of Police
Alfred Wagner

Supervisors of the Checklist
Louise Nutt-2006

David Hill-2004

Janice Jeans-2005

Joseph O'Brien-2003

Trustee of Trust Funds
Jason St Jean-2004

David Veale-2005

Library Trustees
Linda Heuer, Chairman-2004
Jeff Woodruff, Treasurer-2003

Mary Beth

Ditoro, Secretary-2003

Great

Hill

Deb Munson-2005
Diane Connors-2005

Cemetery Trustees

Steven Childs-2004

George Noyes-2005
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TOWN OFFlCERS-cont
Village

Cemetery Trustees
Mel Balk-2006

David HofBiian-2004

Wilcomb-Townsend Home Fund Trustees
Dianna ChaiTon-2005
Tina Butterfield-2004
Cynthia Tunberg-2003
Lisa Oleson-2007
Barbara Dolloff-2006
Appointments
Budget Advisory Committee
Michael Romik

Robert Buelte

Raymond Boyden

David Clark

Rhonda Lamphere

Andrew Hadik

Dianna Charron

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
John Gilcreast
Public Channel 21

Vicky Abdallah

Marge Godfrey

Lennie Stein
Barbara King

Hilary Hall

Richard Godfrey

Ellen

Civel Defense/Emergency

Boda

Management

John Cadieux, Deputy Director
Scott Rice, Communications Officer

Scott St. Clair, Director

William Boynton, Deputy Director

Conservation Commission
Charles Myette, Chairman-2003

Gregory Lowell, Secretary
Baron Richardson
Camilla Lockwood
Gladys Nicoll-Honorary Member

Edward's Mill Project Coordinator
Robert Pike

Exeter River Local Advisory Committee
Gregory Lowell
Camilla Lockwood

Al Hamel

Forest Fire

Warden

Stephai Tunberg

Deputy Fire Wardens

W. Child

Jack Cadieux

Steven

Arthur Dolloff

Bruce McLaughlin

Health Officer
Darrell Quinn

Scott St. Clair

Kevin C. Scott
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TOWN OFFlCES-cont
Commission Committee
Ann Powers
Anya Bent

Historic District

Colin Costine

Diane Methot-Altemate

Louise Nutt

Library
Melissa Rossetti-Assistant Director
Marilyn Rossetti-Aide

Judith Balk-Library Director

Emily Heuer-Aide

Dana Giampaolo-Aide

Police

Department

Leonard Leclair, Sergeant
Gerry Repucci, Patrolman
Nelson Ortega, Patrolman

Alfred Wagner-Chief

Vaughn McGillen, Patrolman
Harold Gardner, Patrolman
Richard Belanger, Patrolman
Police

William Burke, Sergeant
Scott Haggart, Patrolman

David Hargreaves, Patrolman

Jonathan Nightingale, Patrolman

Department Administrative Assistant
Vaughn Mc Gillen
Cheryle Gardner-Part-time

Planning Board

Andrew Hadik, Chairman-2004

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman-2003

Evan Sederquest-2003

Scott Rice-2005

Maureen Lein, Ex-Officio-2003
Camilla Lockwood-2004
Cynthia Robinson, Planning Coordinator
Cathi Hughes, Clerk

Linda Royce, Chairperson

Recreation Committee
Bob Henderson

Mike Weider

Lisa

Romick

Fred McNeill, Alternate

Bill

Chirgwin

Mary McCormick
Donna Foskitt, Alternate

Recycling/Solid Waste Committee
Lloyd Healey
Bonnie Healey

Andrew Hadik

Selectmen's Office-Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Victoria Mac Laughlin

Andrea Weishaar-Part-time
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission
Albert HamelMaureen Lein-2003
Assessing
Jean Packard, Clerk
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TOWN OFFlCERS-ci>«/L

:..

Spring Hill Farm Trustees
Paul Szostak
Charles Myette
Brad Wamsley
Jerome Gesel
Rick Murray

Colin Costine

Strategic

Maureen Lein
Dennis Maloney

Land

Protection Committee
Evan Sederquest
Richard Uncles
Charles Myette
Greg Lowell
Andrew Hadik

Welfare Administrator

Mac

Victoria

Laughlin

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Jean Methot, Vice Chairman
Maloney, Chainnan-2003
Bob Crawford
Rick Snyder, Planning Board Rep./ Alternate
Billie

Janice Jeans

Charlotte Lister, Selectman/ Alternate
Janet Boyden, Administrative Assistant

Honorary Appointments
Consulting Engineer and Maintenance Supervisor

Of the Town Chronometer
Scott St. Clair

Inspector of Grist Mills, Factories, and Sawmills

Raymond

DollotT

Keeper of Jacob Chase Horse Block
Barbara Hutchinson

Keeper of the Town Pound
George Chaperon

Gladys Nicoll

Sealer of Weights and Measure
Robert Buelte

Robert Dolloff

Surveyor of Wood, Bark, and Lumber
Leroy Noyes

Town

Historian

Evelyn Noyes

Weigher of Grain and Measurer of Hay and Provender

Wayne 1 owie

Robert Healey
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
This year, the Board of Selectmen welcomed three new members, bringing the total to five. Even
though we do not always agree, the Board has worked well together to keep the town running.

Three members attended a one-day orientation provided by the NH Municipal Association that provided them the background on all pertinent laws regarding town government. Two selectmen also
attended a Right-to Know law seminar.

Bid and Purchase policy in 2003 and to provide fair and equitable work
policies and benefits to the town's employees and reduce the costs of benefits.

Our goal

is

to finalize the

This year, the Board
all

is

presenting a bare-bones budget for your approval. In this economy,

departments to tighten their

2003-2004,

in

belts.

In this budget,

we have

we asked

eliminated employee pay raises for

order to provide a better-balanced benefits package for

all

employees

We are also presenting a warrant article for a $2 million bond in order to meet our Capital Improvements Program (CIP) commitments through 2006. Without a valid CIP, which voters approved at a
its growth management ordinance provisions. A CIP

public hearing, the town cannot enforce any of
that only exists

on paper

is

not a CIP.

This bond would provide funding for necessary town building repairs and renovations, construction
of a much-needed salt shed, and for road repairs and improvements. Last year, nearly all warrant articles for

Anyone who

roads were defeated.

drives the

48+ miles of roads

in

town knows

that

many

of them are in poor condition.

You, the taxpayers, have elected the Board of Selectmen to oversee the town's management. The
town has grown more than 40% in the last 10 years with little investment in its roads and facilities.
Approval of this bond would provide the framework for the town's capital improvement projects.
is an opportune time to finance capital projects. This
bond would have a tax impact of no more than $0.95 per $1000 of assessed valuation in the second
year, lowering to approximately $0.74 per $1000 of assessed valuation at the end of the term of the
bond. Since the first year contains only an interest payment, the impact would be 0.12 per $1000 on
assessed valuation. Bonding spreads the financial burden on current and ftiture residents - all of
whom will benefit from these improvements.

Since interest rates are at an all-time low, this

We would like to thank all of the town employees and committee members whose able assistance to
new Selectmen made their first year less traumatic. We also would like to thank everyone who

the

contributed to getting the
to thank the

town

cost reductions helped

make

hoitrs

the budget process meaningful.

Jerome Gesel, Chair (2003)

Rob

we also would like
and positive suggestions for

report together so well. Last but not least,

Budget Advisory Committee whose countless

Charlotte Lister (2003)

Jeans (2005)

Maureen Lein (2004)

Stephen Landau (2005
12
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SCHEDULE A-l

TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Fund
Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002

REVENUT-S

R'a^ma^ ^lJ

Taxes
Property
Yield
Excavation
Interest

and Penalties on Taxes
Total Taxes

Licenses a nd Permits
Business Licenses, Permits and Fees
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Building Permits

Other Licenses, Permits and Fees
Total Licenses and Pennits

$

816,796
15,000
19,025

1,164

52.086
888.776

877.321

1,000

_622J2Q

Slats

Total Intergovernmental

Charges For Services
Income From Departments

828,324
7,202

2£50Q

Intergovernmental

Shared Revenue
Meals and Rooms Distribution
Highway Block Grant
Other

Actual

18,861
98,803
73,577

13.380
204.621

16.850
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SCHEDULE A-2

TOWN OF CHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Fund
Statement of Appropriations, Expenditures and Encumbrances

For the Fiscal Year Ended June

Encumbered

Current
General

Go vernment

Executive
Election, Registration

and Vital

Statistics

Financial Administration

Revaluation of Property

Legal
Planning and Zoning

Genera] Government Buildings

Cemeteries
Insurance, not otherwise allocated

Advertising and Regional Associations

Other
Total General

Government

Public Safety
Police Department

Ambulance
Fire

Department

Building Inspection

Emergency Management
Other
Total Public Safety

Highways and Streets
Highways and Streets
Street Lighting

Total

Highways and

Sanitation

Solid Waste Disposal

Other
Total Sanitation

Health
Administration

Animal Control
Other
Total Health

Streets

30,

2002
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SCHEDULE A-2

{Continued)

TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Fund
Statement of Appropriations, Expenditures and Encumbrances
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002
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SCHEDULE A-3

TOWN OF CHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Fund
Statement of Changes in Unreserved

-

Undesignated Fund Balance

For the Fiscal Year Ended June

Unreserved

-

30,

2002

Undesignated

Fund Balance

-

July

$

1

821,163

Deduction

Unreserved Fund Balance Used

To Reduce 2001-2002 Tax Rate

(249,000)

Addition

2001-2002 Budget Summary

Revenue Surplus (Schedule A-1)
Unexpended Balance of

$

64,179
153.123

Appropriations (Schedule A-2)

217.302

200 1 -2002 Budget Surplus

Unreserved

-

Undesignated

Fund Balance -June 30

^

See Independent Auditor's Report, page

16

1.

789.465
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EXHIBIT B

TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
All Covemmental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30. 2002
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EXHIBIT C
TOWN OF CHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes
Budget and Actual (Budgetary Basis)
General and Special Revenue Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002

Revenues
Taxes
Licenses and Permits

Intergovernmenial

Charges for Services
Miscellaneous

Other Financing Sources
Proceeds of General Obligation Debt
Operating Transfers In
Total Revenues and

in

Fund Balances
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EXHIBIT C
TOVm OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Cotnbined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Bcdances
Budget and Actual (Budgetary Basis)

General and Special Revenue Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002

Revenues
Taxes
Licenses and Pennits

Intergovernmental

Charges for Services
Miscellaneous
Cny]f:j F panring
j

.Sniircai

Proceeds of General Obligation Debt
Operating Transfers In
Total Revenues and

Other Fina ncing Sources
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EXHIBIT D
TOWN OF CHESTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Fund Balance
All Nonexpendable Trust Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2002

Operating Revemies

and Dividends
Net Decrease in Fair Value of Investments

$

Interest

62,560

02.242)

Total Operating Revenues

Operating Expenses
Trust Income Distributions
Transfers Out

18,086

To Other Funds

31.310

Total Operating Expenses

49.396

Operating Loss

(19,083)

Fund Balance

-

Julv

Fund Balance

-

June 30

816.472

1

The notes to

797.389

financial statements are

20

an

integral part

of this statement
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TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

JUNE 30,

Long-term debt payable

General Lpng-Tgrm

Debt Account Group

at

June 30, 2002,

is

2002

comprised of the following:
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SCHEDULE A-l

TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
General Fund
Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues

For the Fiscal Year Ended June

30,

Estimated

laxss
Property
Yield

Excavation
Interest

and Penalties on Taxes
Total Taxes

Licenses and Pennits
Business Licenses, Pennits and Fees

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Building Permits

Other Licenses, Permits and Fees
Total Licenses and Permits
Intergovernmental
Stale

Shared Revenue
Meals and Rooms Distribution
Highway Block Gram
Other
Total Intergovernmental

Charges Fo r Services
Income From Departments
Miscellaneous
Interest on Investments
Rent of Property
Fines and Forfeits
Insurance Divideiuis and Reimbursements

Other
Total Miscellaneous

Other Finan cing Sources
Operating Transfers In
Interfund Transfers

Trust Funds

Expendable
Nonexpendable
Total Other Financing Sources
Total Revenues and Oth ftr Financing .Sources

Unreserved Fund Balance Used To Reduce Tax Rate
Total Reve nues. Other Financing

Sources and Use of F und Balance

2002
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DEPARTMENY OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MunJcipsI Financ* Bureau

2002 Tax Rate Calculation

TOWN/CITY:

Chester

.
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MS-9

MS-9

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Dq>artQient of Revalue AdmioistratioD

Municipal Services Division
P.O.

Box 487, Concoid, NH 03302-0487
(603) 271-3397

Please imertilie too] of

5

ALL fundi hoe.

946,768.85

REPORT OF TRUST AND CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS
City/Town

Chester

06/30/2002

For Year Ended

CERTIFICATE
itiaa

contained ID this tepact was taken fiom official records and is

comet to

belief

Signed by the Trustees of Trust Funds

CO this date

—08/09/2002
t-f-t

REMINDERS FOR TRUSTEES
1.

INVESTMEfrrPOUCy-RSA 31 :2s requiics the ousuesD adopt an iovcaiiiaitp<dicy aid review and ccofinntf^

leaitaimiiaUy-

2.

niOFESSIONALMNIONGAfffiBKOKEIUGE ASSISTANCE -RSA 3

or hrakxngefinn assist you in

AtDibutaMeaipenses
chaises io excess of

pages 2-3

3.

1
'.3S4 enables you to have a profisniaalbaiiiiiic
pofivmisf your tnsue duties. Reftrto die law for bother inibnHtion.

my be cfaargodagaiiiit the mat fiada involved.

Per reratnmendationcrf die Attooiey General 'sOfBce,

8K of the trust haul income must be ciiaiged to du gneral fimd.

ofdK MS-10 fixm ad

in die

Pkaac

list

dieae

WEB SnX - A Inistee handbook can be down loaded from die web lite for the Attorney Geneial's Charitible Trust Division
IUlprffinrw«iir nh

ns^oatWMrAfl

FAIR VALUE -Fold and complele pate 4 to disclose die fair value (market value) of pnndpal only. Tbii infbniadian
obtained from financial publications or from yoqrprofessJonal banker or broker.
4.

5.

ay

>j[—f«t on die bottom of

Mfpmpntt column on die MS-9 fonn.

may be

CAPrTAL RESERVE FUNDS -Must be kepi in a separate aocoimt and not iatetmingledwidiaiy other fimds ofdK

municipaUly (KSA 35:9).
«.

WHEN and WHERE TO FIUE

-

See addresses on page 4 of this form
sduol's financial lepon.

By March 1 if Shag for a calendar year and by Septendier 1 if filial for optional fiscal year.
If you hold fonds for the school, the school business adiuiu isualor will al» need a copy for the

1

24
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Plodzik

& Sanderson

Professional Association/Accouniants

Nonh Main

I9i

.Strc«

.

Concord

.

New

Hamp^ihire

.

(n3Ql..TOfi-i

&
.

Auditors

fi(n-?? 5-6996

.

FAy-?74.l^j|^

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS COMMUNICATION OF
REPORTABLE CONDTTIONS AND OTHER MATTERS
To

the

Members

of the

Board of Selectmen

Town of Chester
Chester,

New

Hampshire

and perfonning our audit of the Town of Chester for the year ended June 30, 2002, we
considered
smicmre in order to determine the scope of our auditing procedures for the
purpose
of expressfaig our opinion on the financial statements. Our review of these systems
was not intended to provide
assurance on the internal control structure and should not be relied on for that purpose.
In planning

Town's

the

Under

internal control

by the American histitute of Certified PubUc Accountants, reportable conditions
our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the
inlemal
in our judgment, could adversely affect the Town's ability to record,
process, summarize,

the standards established

involve matters

coming

control structure that,

to

and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial
statements. A material
weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or
more of the internal control
structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level die risk
that errors or irregularities, in amounts that
would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited, may occur and
not be detected within a

timely period

by employees

the internal control structure

in the

normal course of performing

wouM not

necessarily disclose

constitute reportable conditions and, accordingly,

all

their assigned fimctions.

would not necessarily disclose
also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above.

The following

conditions were noted that

we do

Our

consideration of

matters in the inieinal control structure that might
all

reportable conditions that are

not consider to be material weaknesses:

PubUc Library
Our

audit of the records

and

inlenial control procedures of die public library disclosed the

foUowing conditions:

1.

Reconciliations are not being done on a monthly basis for die hbrary's cash
and investment accounts.
Additional time was spent by both us and library personnel in reconcihng
the accounts. Once done, we noted
diat diere was a variance between the reconcUed bank balance
and die check register balance on a few of die
accounts which were then adjusted.

2.

The records presented

for audit were very disorganized. There was no method to the
filing of die invoices
and while die invoices appeared to be canceled, die writing was very difBcuh
to read so we
could not be sure that the invoices were actually canceled.

for disbursement

34

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report
Town of Chester
Independent Auditor's Communication of Reportable Conditions and Other Matters

To

assist the

1.

Monthly cash and investment account

Town in correcting the above noted

conditions,

we reconmiend

the following:

reconciliations should be prq)ared and the check registers for each
account should be updated for any items reported thereon.
.

2.

The

filing

system for the paid invoices needs to be organized so that future reference to an invoice
on an annual basis either alphabetically or numerically.

is

easy.

Invoices should be filed

Recreation Account

to the prior year,
that the

we had

noted that the Recreation Department account provided for audit was in such disarray
Town personnel to properly reconcile them. During our audit of the records

books were given back to

we found that the records were still (hsorganized. We also noted that there were two
where checks were made out to 'cash" and no receipt documentation was retained. Payroll was paid
out of this account, and the Town Treasurer is not the custodian of the account. Fmally, there were
numerous
instances where no supporting documenution was retained for the disbursements made.
in the current year,
instaiKes

We again strongly recommend that accurate books and records be maintained to detail all activity relating to the
recreation account. Proper documentation should be retained for all cash received and disbursed
from the account
and an accurate recording of all activity should be maintained and reconciled to the bank on a monthly basis,
to
addition, disbursements should never be made out to "cash." All disbursements should
be made out to either a
vendor or an individual. Payroll should no longer be disbursed from this account. All payroll should be paid
out of the General Fund of the Town where the proper federal and state taxes and deductions
can be withheld
from employees' pay. Then, if necessary, the recreation account can reimburse the General Fund for the payroll

on a momhly

basis.

part that "the

Town Treasurer

Town Treasurer. RSA 41 :29 states in
have custody of all moneys belongnig to the Town and shall pay out the same
only upon orders of the Board of Selectmen or. .upon the order of the recreation or park commission,
or other
board or body designated by the Town to expend such a fund."
Finally, the account should be in the custody of the
shall

.

This report

is

intended solely for the information and use of management and others within the administration.
is not intended to limit distribution of this report which is a matter
of public record.

This restriction

October 30. 2002
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2003 Budget Advisory Committee Report
The Budget Advisory Committee met five times to review the 2003-2004 Town budget, twice with the Board
of Selectmen, and three work sessions. At the first joint meeting, the Committee flagged numerous specific
budget items for reconsideratirai by the Selectmen. At the Budget Hearings it appeared most of these items had
been satisfactorily reduced. The Committee still believes, however, that the Highway Department is over-

budgeted for Plowing and Salt by $15,000.

The proposed "core budget" is approximately,$ 13,541 (0.6%) less than last year. If approved by the voters,
would amount to a tax rate of approximately $4.85 per $1000 ($0.55 less Aan last year's rate), after adjust-

this

ing for debt service and revenues and based on a town valuation of $296,000,000.

The Committee

therefore

supports Article 14.
Listed below are the other proposed warrant articles and their additional net impact to the tax rate
($ per

$1000):
Article 13

-

$2,000,000 Capitol Improvements Bond

-

$0.1

1

the

first

year, $0.89 the second year (the highest),

decreasing thereafter. (Budget Committee supports 5-0)
Article 16

- $29,000 to refurbish Fire Engine One
(Budget Committee supports 5 - 0)

-

$0.10

Article 17 - $4,600 (net cost) to replace Fire Dept. breathing
(Budget Committee supports 5-0)

Article 18

- $50,000 to fire safety sprinkler Stephens Hall
(Budget Committee supports 4-1)

- $30,000 to update the Town Master Plan
(Budget Committee supports 5 - 0)

Article 19

Article 20

- Authorize Selectmen to accept
(Budget Committee supports 5-0)

Article 26

-

To

-

-

air

equipment

$0.17

$0.10

new roads.

adopt SB-2 (Budget Committee strongly opposes!)

Article 28 - Restrict fi-anchise fees for Chesta- Public Access Cable TV.
(Budget Committee supports 5-0)

Article 29

-

Spend

fi-anchise fees for

Chester Public Access Cable TV.

(Budget Committee supports 5-0)
Article 31

- Authorize Selectmen to
(Budget Committee supports 5-0)

sell

old salt shed.
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-

$0.02

Article 32

-

$250,000

for land for

new salt & highway sheds and cemetery - $0.84
last resort if Article 13 foils 5-0)

(Budget Committee supports only as a

Excluding Article 32, the articles above would add an additional $0.50 on top of the core budget tax rate. The
proposed Town tax rate would then be approximately $5.35, still a decrease of $0.06 (about 1%) from last

total

year's rate.

The Board of Selectmen should be commended

for their efforts to freeze or reduce spending.

The Board was

generally receptive to this Committee's recommendations, and reduced budget line amounts that appeared excessive based on actual historical expenditures.

Respectfully submitted,

Rhonda Lamphere
Robert Buelte
Dianna Charron

David Clark
Andrew Hadik
Michael Romick

38

TOWN WARRANT
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the

Town of Chester, N.H.
vote in Town Affairs:

Inhabitants of the

qualified to

You are hereby

notified to

meet

at the

in the

County of Rockingham

Chester Multi-Purpose

on Articles #1-1

polls will close at 7:00pnL After the ballots are counted, the meeting

May
will

2003 at 7:00pm in the Chester Multi-Purpose
be taken up at that time.
14,

To choose

Article #1

all

necessary

said State,

Room in said Chester on Tues-

day, the Thirteenth of May next, at 10:00 in the forenoon to act

Wednesday,
through #35

is

Town Officials

is

1

.

The

adjourned until

Room

.

Articles

#12

for the ensuing year.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _1_ as proposed by the
Article #2
Planning Board to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?
refine the existing ordinance in such a way as to
allow the GMO "trigger" to always be on, provide an acceptable development rate, re
duce the number of "triggers" to activate the GMO and revise the facility strain

The purpose of this amendment is to

indicator.

Amend: Article 13 - Growth Management Ordinance by refining numerous section relating
to: maximum sustainable growth, services and facility strain, monitoring and notification,
relationship to phasing, limiting the issuance of permits, annual rate of
certificate granting,

development and

procedure for pemit limitations and lapses.

NO

YES

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _2_ as proposed by the
Article #3
Planning Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of these amendments

Is to

require peripheral and internal buffering in a

cluster subdhfision.

Amend: Subsection
In

6.1 .8.4(d) in

its

entirety

and replace with:

a clustered subdivision, the developer will be required to leave

intact the existing natural

the buffer zone. Each unit within the buffer shall contain a deed notification
requiring the owner to preserve the buffer.

vegetation

in

7.5.1.3(b) Buffering by deleting after "...plant the zone with" the
remainder of the sentence an replace with the following:
"an appropriate planning of non-invasive trees, shrubs and grass suitable for the control of

Amend: Subsection

erosion and screening between buildings."

NO

YES
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Article #4
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment
Planning Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment

is to clarify

# _3_ as proposed

by the

the spacing requirement between build

ings and individual clusters of buildings.
.1 - Multi-Family Structures by deleting in its entirety and replacing
may be constructed in multi-family structures with up to 12 dwelling
and may be grouped in a single cluster. Ail buildings shall be spaced a

Amend: Subsection
with:

All

7.5.1

dwelling units

units per building

minimum
apart.

of 50 feet apart All individual clusters shall be spaced a minimum of 150 feet
There shall be no maximum building width restriction on such buildings.

NO

YES

Article #5
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment
Planning Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is to

clarify

# _4_ as proposed by

the

where the side setback begins.

Amend: Subsection

2.36 Setback, side and rear by adding the following:
For the consideration of driveways, the side setbacks shall run to the front of the lot.
Consequently, no driveway may be located vwthin the side setback distance of either front
corner of the lot.

NO

YES

Article #6
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment
Planning Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of these amendments
clarify

who determines

# _5_ as proposed

is to update the Flood Insurance Rating
the flood plain boundary.

by the

Maps and

Amend

Subsection 5.5.6.1 by deleting in the first sentence "...Flood Hazard Boundary Map
the Federal Insurance Administration..." and replace with 'Flood
Insurance Rating Map [Preliminary 09/30/02] issued by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency' and by deleting in the last sentence "...soil investigation analysis conducted by a

(FHBM) issued by

qualified soils scientist.'

and replace with "detenmination

of actual flood plain elevations

ducted by a licensed land surveyor.'

NO

YES
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con

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment
Article # 7
Planning Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is to guarantee the

# _6_ as proposed by

the

location of the foundation of a

house.

Amend:

Article

10

- Administration and Enforcement by

adding a new Subsection 10.4

requiring Certification of Foundation following the constnjction of the foundation

any wood

is

and before

placed on the foundation.

NO

YES

Renumbering of subsequent Subsection.
Article #8
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _7_ as proposed by the Planning Board
amend the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is so paridng
all

to

regulations are consistent throughout

town ordinance/regulations.

Amend: Subsection

4.5.2.9 by changing the parking

stall

length from 18 feet to

20

feet.

NO

YES

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _8_ as proposed by the
Article #9
Planning Board to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?

Amendments are proposed throughout the ordinance to correct typo

errors,

update statutory

references and change the numbering and cross referencing of sections as required by other

amendments.

Proposed Building Code amendments in the order they will
appear on the ballot

NO

YES
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Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _9_ as proposed by the
Article #10
Planning Board to amend the Building Code as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is to have the international
consistent with the Town of Chester Building Code.
Delete:

From the

Building Code, 2000,

Code, 2000, Section R105.2, Work exempt from
and replace with "See Town of Chester Zoning
Permit Required ."

International Building

permit, building #1. "One-story detached..."

Ordinance, Section 10.2.1

-

NO

YES

Article #1 1
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _1 0_ as proposed by the
Planning Board to amend the Building Code as follows?

The purpose of these amendments

is to require in the Chester Building Code and the
International Building Code, 2000, a sprinkler system in both dwelling units when a
single-family structure is converted to a two-family structure.

Amend

the

Town

of Chester Building

Code by adding a new subsection:

Subsection 3.5.5 Sprinkler System

- Sprinkler
systems shall be installed in all conversions
and new construction of all multifamily dwellings, all duplexes, all manufactured housing, all
clustered dwellings of any type per NFPA 13D Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems in One and Two-Family Dwellings and Mobile Homes.

Amend

by deleting from the International Building Code, 2000, Section 903.2.12, "Exception:

Group R-3 as applicable

in

Section 101.2" and insert the following:

installed in all conversions and new construction of all multifamily
manufactured housing, all clustered dwellings of any type per
NFPA 13D Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One and Two-Family
Dwellings and Mobile Homes.

Sprinkler systems shall
dwellings,

all

duplexes,

be

all

NO

YES
Article #12

To

hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, and Committees of Officers

heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
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Article #13

To

see if the

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two

Million (2,000,000) Dollars, for the purposes of road reconstruction and Town
Building renovations; furthermore to authorize the issuance of bonds or notes not
more than Two million dollars in accordance with the Municipal Finance Act
33) and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds
and notes and to determine rate of interest thereon. (Selectmen Recommend 4-1)

(RSA

Candia Road

Town will vote to move the

Article #15

To

see if the

Road

its

intersection with

closer to

street sign for

Route 102. (Petitioned

North Pond

Article)

Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $29,000
Engine One. This includes repair of rust, repainting, replace
necessary springs and rebuild the transmission. (Selectmen Recommend 5-0)
To

Article #16

see if the

dollars to refiirbish

Town will raise

and appropriate the sum of $46,000
system and four additional SCBA's. The
Fire Grant portion is $41,400 dollars, or 90 percent and the Town is to provide
$4,600 dollars or 10 percent. Failure to acquire grant funding will void this article.

To

Article #17

see if the

dollars to purchase a breathing air supply

Recommend

(Selectmen

5-0)

Town will raise

and appropriate the sum of $50,000
Memorial Hall. (If Article #13
passes this article will be withdrawn) (Selectmen Recommend 3-2)

To

Article #18

see if the

dollars to provide sprinkler protection for Stevens

To

Article #19

To

Article #20

Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000
Town of Chester Master Plan. (Selectmen Recommend 5-0)

see if the

dollars to update the

see if the

Town will vote to

authorize the

Board of Selectmen

to

RSA 674:40. A street accepted under this
Such shall be
section shall have the status of a pubUc highway under RSA 229:
deemed a class V highway, subject to the municipality's duty of regular maintenance
imless otherwise designated pursuant to statute.
as set forth in RSA 23

accept dedicated streets in accordance with

1

1

(Selectmen

.

,

Recommend

5-0)

To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Class V Highway Lady
Shpper Lane, Bayberry Road and Sweet Briar Lane, from its origin at North Pond
Road to Their termination at North Pond Road as shown on a subdivision plan
entitled "Chesterbrook Estates" dated August 7, 1997 and recorded at the
Rockingham County Registry of Deeds as Plan D-26828 and D-26792. By petition
given under our hands and seals this 2nd day of April, 2003. (Petitioned Article)

Article #21

To

Article #22

Road, from
sac, as

its

see if the

origin at Old

shown on a

Town will vote to accept
Sandown Road,

to

its

as a Class

V Highway, Emerson

termination at the end of its cul-de-

subdivision plan entitled "Smith

Farm

Estates" by William G.

Gregsak/Gregsak Engineering, dated 8/14/01, and recorded in the Rockingham
Coimty Registry of Deeds as Plan D-29169. The acceptance of the road shall be
conditional on (a) certification by the Plaiming Board that the road meets all
specifications of the subdivision regulations for roads; and (b) furnishing of security
on a form and amount acceptable to the Board of Selectmen to secure performance of
repairs to the road caused by construction vehicles until 80% of the lots have been
developed. (Petitioned Article)
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To

Article #23

see if the

Bellwether Lane, from
its

cul-de-sac, as

its

Town will vote to accept as a Class V Highway,

origin at

shown on a

Sheepwash Drive,

to

its

termination at the end of

subdivision plan entitled "Sheepwash

Brook

Subdivision" by Joseph Wichert LLS, dated 6/22/01, and recorded in the
Rockingham County Registry of Deeds as Plan D-29039. The acceptance of the road
shall be conditional on (a) certification by the Planning Board that the road meets all

of the subdivision regulations for roads; and (b) fiimishing of security
on a form and amount acceptable to the Board of Selectmen to secure performance of
repairs to the road caused by construction vehicles until 80% of the lots have been
specifications

developed. (Petitioned Article)
Artilce #24

To

see if the

Town will vote to accept as a Class V Highway, Abenaki

from its origin at Wells Village Road, to its termination at its cul-de-sac as
shovra on a subdivision plan entitled Chester, NH, J.H. Chase, LLC by James Lavelle
Associates, dated September 15, 1998, and recorded in the Rockingham County
Circle,

Registry of Deeds as Plan D-27434. The acceptance of the road shall be conditional
on certification by the Planning Board that the road meets all specifications of the
subdivision regulations for roads. (Petitioned Article)
Article #25

To

see if the

Extension from a Class

(Selectmen

Town will vote to permanently discontinue Smith Road

V Highway to a Class VI Highway.

Recommend

5-0)

Town will adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 (known as
SB2) to allow official ballot voting on all issues before the Town of Chester on the
second Tuesday of May. (Petitioned Article) (Selectmen Do Not Recommend 4-No,

Article #26

1

To

see if the

To

see if the

Abstain)

Article #27

Town will authorize a volunteer study committee on the
a professional Road Agent who would be a Tovm employee.

of appointing
The committee will look
feasibility

of such professionals, and
see how having a professional Road agent would Ukely afifect the cost and
maintenance of the roads. (Selectmen Recommend 3-2)
into qualifications, availability
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To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of R-S. A
100% of revenues from the cable franchise fees paid by Adelphia

Article #28
to restrict

Communication under

the Cable Television

Cablevision Corporation and the

3 1 :95-c

Renewal Franchise between Adelphia

Town of Chester,

as well as

100% of the

Public,

Educational and Governmental Access Capital Equipment Grant, to expenditures for

of providing public, educational, and governmental access television in
of Chester. Such revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in a

the purpose
the

Town

PEG Access Community Television
("PACT) Fund, separate from the general fund. Any surplus in said fund shall not be
deemed part of the general fund accumulated surplus and shall be expended only
after a vote by the legislative body to appropriate a specific amoimt from said fund
special revenue fund to

be

known

as the

for a specific purpose related to the purpose

of the fiind or source of the revenue.
Furthermore to appoint the members of the former Chester Cable Negotiations
Committee to the PACT Committee.
have no tax impact) (Selectmen approved 5-0)

(If passed, this will

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate $26,500 for the purpose
of providing public, educational, and governmental access television in the Town of
Chester. Said funds to be withdrawn from the Special Revenue Fund established as
the "PACT" Fund, separate from the General Fund.
Article #29

Explanatory note: The intent of the

article is for the

Pact Committee to act as

consultants to the Board of Selectmen, regarding the needs and expenditures of PEG

Access Television

in Chester.

(If passed, this will

Article

#30

To

Care". Whereas,

have no tax impact) (Selectmen

see if the

Town will

NH residents pay the

Recommend

5-0)

vote to accept the "Resolution for

NH Health

12th highest cost of insurance in the country;

and whereas, the cost of health insurance premiums for families has increased by
45% over the past three years; and whereas, 100,000 NH residents have no health
coverage and 77% of them have a full-time worker at home; and whereas, due to
these rising costs almost half of NH's small business cannot afford health coverage
for their employees, therefore be it resolved that we, the citizens of Chester, NH, call
on our elected officials from all levels of government, and those seeking office, to
work with consumers, businesses, and health care providers to ensure that: 1) Every
one, including the self-employed, unemployed, un-and underinsured, and small
business owners has access to an affordable basic health plan similar to what federal
employees receive; 2) Everyone, including employers, consumers, and the state, local
and federal government makes a responsible and fair contribution to fmance the
health care system; 3) Everyone receives high quality care that is cost efficient and
medically effective; and 4) That these efforts help control the skyrocketing cost of
health care. (Petitioned Article)
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Article #31

Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell the
located on Rte 102 by sealed bids. Minimum bid to be set at

To

existing salt shed

see if the

$25,000. (Selectmen
Article #32

To

recommend

see if the

3-2)

Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $250,000

the land purchase for siting of the salt shed

withdrawn
Article #33

if Article

To

&

Cemetery. (This article to

for

be

#13 passes) (Selectmen Recommend 4-1)

see if the

Town will vote to make public

all

minutes of meetings

by Town Officials including Selectmen meetings. Planning Board meetings,
Committee meetings and all other Town business. (Petitioned Article)
Article #34

To

see if the

Town will vote to allow the Board of Selectmen to

accept gifts for public purposes.
Article #35

To

see if the

Town will vote to allow the Board of Selectmen to

surplus equipment and property.

Article #36

To transact any other business that may

Town.
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(5)
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Treasurer's Report
This year has been one of many challenges. The town of Chester has grown considerably in the past several years as have the cash flows as well as needs and
complexities of the towns finances

Several changes that have taken place this year include:
•

Complete monthly general fund reporting

•

Monthly reporting to the conservation commission on account status and current

to the

selectmen

use monies
•

Off-site fund recording being kept

by the planning board as an added check and

balance
•

New tools

given to departments to assist

•

Payments

to the school are

•

All

now done

in

carrying out programs

electronically

town funds have been transferred to the control of the town treasurer as
quired by RSA

re-

one year, can say that the finances of the town
are becoming more complicated and involved even over the past year.
truly believe that the town is in need of a town manager to help expedite day-to-day issues
and details that require power of authority. The town is too large to be managed on
a weekly basis essentially by volunteers.

After holding this office for nearly

I

I

Respectfully Submitted,

Lorie Steiger

Town Treasurer
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Assessing Department
Phone: 887-4045
E-Mail: chesterassr@gsinet.net

been contracted to provide the town with assessing services.
The three primary members of the staff working in town are Joseph Lessard, Scott Marsh
and Joey Smith. It is requested that if the appraisers come to your property, you support our
efforts to keep assessments equitable and correct, by answering their questions and allowing
them to measure and list (describe) your structures.
Municipal Resources

Inc. has

This past year the Assessing department has been continuing to work on the newly created

Assessing Standards implemented by the State of New Hampshire. Chester has been set for

by 2006. Our office became one of 50 communities in New Hampshire to Linkup, on-line with the Department of Revenue Equalization Bureau. This has enabled us to file
our yearly Equalization Ratio Study electronically and will enable us to produce ratio studies
on a periodic basis during the year.
certification

Municipal Resources staff is available on Thursdays. Jean Packard, the departments Administrative Assistant is available

Monday

thru Friday to answer any questions

you may have

regarding your property or to schedule an appointment with an assessor.

For the tax year 2002 the increased valuation of roughly $25,000,000 was due to the continued construction of new homes. Total number of parcels in town increased from 1,91 1 to
1,942.

PROPERTY TAX RATES

1999 - 2002

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report

Assessing Department

TYPES OF TAX EXEMPTIONS / CREDITS

ELDERLY EXEMPTION OFF ASSESSED VALUATION
-

AMOUNT
$55,000

REQUIRED AGE

INCOME LIMITATION

ASSET
LIMITATION

.
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PLANNING BOARD
Capital

Inprovements Program/Growth Management Ordinance

Over the past year, Planning Board members continued to worl< on the Capital Improvements Program (CIP), a key document to support the Growth Management Ordinance (GMO).
The Capital Improvements Program was adopted by the Planning Board on November 6, 2002, and

was

promptly forwarded to the Planning Board's planning consultant for review.

IMuch to the Board's surprise, the significant decrease in Building Permits for 2002,
resulted in the
not being triggered for 2003. The Board instructed the planning consultant to
and propose amendments that would help refine the existing ordinance in the folreview the
lowing areas:

GMO
GMO
•

Allow for the

•

Provide a

•

Reduce the number

"trigger" to

"fail

safe"

limit

always be on.

on allowable development rate.
would activate the Growth Management Ordi-

of "triggers" that

nance.
•

Revise the

"facility strain" indicator.

The Planning Board is proposing amendments to the GMO that
address the above refinements. Please vote YES on Amendment #1

Community
In

May

will

Profile

of 2002, sixty-tvwD (62) residents participated in the

Community

Profile, a process

which communities take stock of where they are today and develop an action plan
to operate in the future.

for

by

how they want

The Community Profile assists communities to develop their problem-solving ability and
provides a method for citizens to affirm community strengths, identify concerns and problems and
then, to help a community develop collatxjrative approaches to meet these challenges creatively, set
direction for the future and manage change. Ten (10) components were identified and addressed; 1)
Effective

community leadership;

2) Informed citizen participation; 3)

tering healthy families, individuals

- facilities, utilities and
scape and natural environment;
services

and youth;

5) Lifelong education

and cultural heritage; 8) Working landEconomic vitality; and 10) Growth and development.

transportation; 7) Recreation
9)

GrowSmart NH

Toolkit

February of 2002, the Office of State Planning infonned the Planning board that their ApGrowSmart NH Toolkit project had been accepted. Chester was one
of the three (3) pilot communities to be selected.
In

plication to participate in the
(1)

Sense of community; 4) Fosand teaming; 6) Community
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The purpose
•

To

of the

help

GrowSmart Toolkit

New Hampshire

characteristics they

•

want

project

was

twofold:

communities plan
to preserve

for development
and strengthen; and

To improve the cooperation among towns and
achieve the goals

identified

in

regional, state

the context of the essential

and federal agencies

to

above.

Seventy-two (72) Chester residents attended the two (2) meetings that were held in
of 2002. The first meeting was to learn what the residents of Chester like about their
town and what should be preserved. The second meeting was to discuss ideas atxjut how to
achieve what residents wanted. The infonnation collected from these meetings was put into a report
that was reviewed at the Annual RoundTable discussion held in the fall by the Planning Board and,
the document can be viewed in the Planning Board Office.

May and June

Community Outreach
In September, the Planning Board, Conservation Commission and Board of Selectmen sponsored the first annual "Coffee Klatch". The event will t>e held annually the moming of the Town Fair
in the Meeting Room at the Municipal Office Building. The purpose is to afford all residents the opportunity to meet their Town Officials, ask questions and t>ecome informed about what is happening
in

town.
Off-Site

Improvement Fees

The Board continues to collect off-site fees from developers who have sutxlivided land in town.
The total collected for 2002, was Twenty-three thousand, six hundred dollars ($23,600.00). Existing
money in the Special Off-Site Account in the amount of Eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000.00) was
tumed over to the Highway Department for work performed on Edwards Mill Road and Old Sandown
Road.

Subdivision Activity

From January

1,

2002, to

December

SutxJivisions

Number of

Lots Created

31, 2002, the Planning

8
16
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Board approved the

following:
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Revenue/Budget
For this same period of time, Planning Board fees generated Twelve thousand, eight hundred sixty nine dollars ($12,869.00) in revenue to help defray the cost of operating the Planning

Board

Office.

The proposed Planning Board Budget for
mately Five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).

Upcoming Planning Board

fiscal

Projects

Shore Land Protection

(buffers, wetland protection)
Updating the Tovm of Chester Master Plan
Updating Subdivision Regulations

Off-Site Projects

:

Wells Village Road (paving)
North Pond Road (engineering review)
Lane Road and Route 102 (catch basin)
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year 2003-04 has been reduced by approxi-
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Proposed zoning amendments in the order thev
appear on the ballot

Are you

in

Amendment # _1_ as proposed

favor of the adoption of

will

by the Planning Board to

amend

the zoning ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is to refine the existing ordinance in such a way as to
allow the GMO "trigger" to always be on, provide an acceptable development rate, reduce the
number of "triggers" to activate the GMO and revise the facility strain indicator.
Amend:

mum

Article

13 - Growth Management Ordinance by refining numerous section

sustainable growth, services and

ing, limiting

facility strain,

relating to: maximonitoring and notification, relationship to phas-

the issuance of permits, annual rate of development and certificate granting, procedure

for pennit limitations

and

lapses.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _2_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of these amendments

is to

to

amend

require peripheral and internal buffering in a cluster

subdivision.

Amend: Subsection
In

6.1.8.4(d) in

its

and replace with:
be required to leave intact the existing natural vegetathe buffer shall contain a deed notification requiring the

entirety

a clustered subdivision, the developer

tion in the buffer zone.

owner

Each

unit within

will

to preserve the buffer.

Amend: Subsection

7.5.1.3(b) Buffering by deleting after "...plant the

zone

with" the remainder of

the sentence an replace with the following:
"an appropriate planning of non-invasive trees, shrubs and grass suitable for the control of erosion

and screening between

buildings."

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _3_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

to

amend

The purpose of this amendment is to clarify the spacing requirement between buildings and individual clusters of buildings.

Amend: Subsection 7.5.1.1 - Multi-Family Structures by deleting in its entirety and replacing with:
All dwelling units may be constructed in multi-family structures with up to 12 dwelling units per building and may be grouped in a single cluster. All buildings shall be spaced a minimum of 50 feet apart.
All individual dusters shall be spaced a minimum of 15C feet apart. There shall be no maximum
building width restriction

on such

buildings.
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Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _4_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment is to

clarify

to

amend

where the side setback begins.

Amend: Subsection

2.36 Setback, side and rear by adding the following:
For the consideration of driveways, the side setbacl^s shall run to the front of the lot. Consequently,
no driveway may be located within the side setbacl< distance of either front corner of the lot.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _5_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of these amendments
clarify

who determines the flood

is to

to

amend

update the Flood Insurance Rating Maps and

plain boundary.

Subsection 5.5.6.1 by deleting in the first sentence "...Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM)
issued by the Federal Insurance Administration..." and replace with "Flood Insurance Rating Map
[Preliminary 09/30/02] issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency" and by deleting in
the last sentence "...soil investigation analysis conducted by a qualified soils scientist." and replace
with "determination of actual flood plain elevations conducted by a licensed land surveyor."

Amend

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _6_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

The purpose of this amendment
Amend:

is to

to

amend

guarantee the location of the foundation of a house.

10 - Administration and Enforcement by adding a new Subsection 10.4 requiring
Foundation following the construction of the foundation and before any wood is placed

Article

Certification of

on the foundation.

Renumbering of subsequent Subsection.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # _7_ as proposed by the Planning Board
the Zoning Ordinance as follows?

all

The purpose of this amendment
town ordinance/regulations.

Amend: Subsection

Are you

in

is

amend

so parking regulations are consistent throughout

4.5.2.9 by changing the parking

favor of the adoption of

to

stall

length from 18 feet to 20 feet.

Amendment # _8_ as proposed by

the zoning ordinance as follows?
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Amendments

are proposed throughout the ordinance to correct typo errors, update statutory references and change the numbering and cross referencing of sections as required by other amend-

ments.

Proposed Building Code amendments in the order thev
appear on the ballot

Are you

in

favor of the adoption of

the Building

Code as

Amendment # _9_ as proposed by

Delete:

Town

From the

Are you

in

-

International Building

is to

have the International Building Code, 2000, con-

Code, 2000, Section R105.2, Work exempt from permit,
of Chester Zoning Ordinance, Sec-

and replace with "See Town

Permit Required ."

favor of the adoption of

the Building

Code as

Amendment # _10_ as proposed by

the Planning Board to

The purpose of these amendments

the

Town

is to

Subsection 3.5.5 Sprinkler System
construction of

all

-

NFPA 13D

new

subsection:

Sprinkler systems shall be installed in

all

conversions and

new

duplexes, all manufactured housing, all clustered dwellStandard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One and Two-

multifamily dwellings,

ings of any type per

Code and the
when a single-

require in the Chester Building

Chester Building Code by adding a

of

amend

follows?

International Building Code, 2000, a sprinkler system in both dwelling units
family structure is converted to a two-family structure.

Amend

amend

of Chester Building Code.

building #1. "One-story detached..."
tion 10.2.1

the Planning Board to

follows?

The purpose of this amendment
sistent with the

will

all

Family Dwellings and Mobile Homes.

Amend

by deleting from the International Building Code, 2000, Section 903.2.12, "Exception: Group
in Section 101.2" and insert the following:

R-3 as applicable

in all conversions and new construction of all multifamily dwellmanufactured housing, all clustered dwellings of any type per NFPA 13D Stanthe Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One and Two-Family Dwellings and Mobile Homes

Sprinkler systems shall be installed
ings,

all

dard for

duplexes,

all

The Planning Board asks
Code amendments.

that

you Please vote "Yes" on the above proposed zoning and

Building
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Copies of any of these amendments are available in the Town Clerk's Office, Administration and Finance Office, Chester Public Library and the Planning Board Office during regular business hours.

The Board welcomes any questions and input regarding its ordinances and regulations. The
Board meets on the first, second and fourth Wednesday of the month in the Meeting Room at the
Chester Municipal Office Building starting at 7:30 P.M. Anyone interested in becoming a Planning
Board member should attend Planning Board meetings.
The Planning Board has office hours Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00 A.M. to
12:30 P.M. and Tuesday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. in the Planning Board Office at the Chester Municipal Office Building. Calls are taken Monday through Thursday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. If this
schedule changes, a notice will be posted outside the Municipal Office Building and at the Post Office.

Telephone

FAX

887-5629
887-4404

E-mail: chstrpl@gsinet.net

Respectfully submitted,

Chester Planning Board

Members
Andrew

Hadik, Chairman

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman
Scott Rice
Evan Sederquest
Camilla Lockwood

Maureen

Lein, Ex-Officio

Staff

Cynthia

J.

Robwnson, Planning Coordinator

Cathi Hughes, Clerk
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Tree Warden
The Town

Town

of Chester

now has a Tree Warden whose

duty

is

to preserve

and protect trees on

property and within the limits of the Town's highways.

As Tree Warden, will be applying to the Arbor Day Foundation to have the Town of Chester
designated a "Tree City". The term Tree City" only infers where the program originated, our town's
standing will still be that, a tovm. More and more towns are becoming involved in the Tree City program, especially those towns where development is on the rise.
I

Funding for Tree City comes from existing Town budgets. Come spring, will be orgaa volunteer group of Chester residents who are interested in helping to identify and catalog
trees and shrubs on Town property. Should a maintenance program for specific trees be developed,
additional funds would be requested.
I

nizing

Public education is part of the criteria for participating in the Tree City program.
asked and
received permission from the Board of Selectmen to use a wall in the Municipal Office Building to display infomiation on the Tree City program, as well as, educational material pertaining to trees and
shrubs. If you are interested in participating in the tree identification program, you can contact the
I

Tree Warden by calling the Planning Board Office at 887-5629. Infomiation on trees and shrubs native to this area will be made available at the annual Town Fair and Coffee Klatch. Upcoming events
vwll be announced on Cable 21 and on "the wall".
In observance of National Arbor Day, which is celebrated on Friday, April 25, 2003, you
might think about planting a tree. If you need information on the correct way to plant a tree, give me
a call and will be happy to send it to you.
I

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia J. Robinson
Tree Warden

.
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REPORT OF THE
SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE PLANNING COMMISSION
The Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission has a wide range
available to help the dues-paying

is

membeis

deal with a variety of municipal issues. Technical assistance

provided by a professional staff whose expertise

are selected for their specialized
representatives, the

Commission

are mandated under

sidlls

staff

of services and resources

is,

when necessary, supplemented by consultants who
Each

or services.

year, with the approval of your appointed

designs and carries out programs of area-wide significance that

New Hampshire and

federal laws or regulations, as well as local projects which

would pertain more exclusively to your community.
Technical assistance

is

pfT)vided in a professional

your Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen.
carries out projects that are of
officials

common

staff at the request of

The Commission conducts planning studies and

and

interest

and timely manner by

benefit to

all

member

communities, keeps your

apprised of changes in planning and land use regulation, and offers training workshops for

Planning and Zoning Board

members on an annual

Services that were perfonned for the

Town

basis.

of Chester during the past year are as follows:

1

Co-sponsored the Municipal Law Lecture

2.

Conducted traffic counts at 19 locations
Chairman of the Planning Boanj.

3.

Provided a copy of the Regional Transportation Plan update (August 2002) including the
Transportation Improvement Program Pi' 2003-2005 to the Planning Board.
A copy of this
document has also been forwarded to the town's library.

4.

Provided a copy of A Handbook on Sprawl and Smart Growth Choices
Hampshire Communities.

5.

Prepared a draft report on the Impact of 1-93 Exit

Chester

series.

in

the

Town

officials

were

of Chester. Data

4A on NH

Rt.

102

in

Chester's Representatives to the Commission are:
Albert W. Hamel

Maureen M. Lein
Executive Committee

Member
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invited to the meetings.

Albert

W. Hamel

was

Chester.

fonfvanded to the

for

Southern

New

.
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HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Highway Safety Committee continues

ment and meet the

requirements set forth

in

to strive to achieve the goals set forth in our

Mission State-

NH RSA 238.

The NH Highway Safety Agency has assisted state agencies, cities and towns with the purchase of
equipment, funding for personnel and the support of programs related to highway safety.
Highway Safety Agency must relate directly to problems or pothrough the analysis of available traffic record data.

Projects that receive funding from the
tential

problems that have been

identified

The Committee meets the second Monday of the month at 7:30 P.M. in the Conference Room of the
Chester Police Department. Residents from different sections of town are still needed as volunteers on the
Committee. It is important for the Committee to have a variety of viewpoints from throughout the town on road
issues.

Members
of our observation

of the

Committee monitored a school txis evacuation drill held
the school and bus company following the drill.

at Chester

Academy. A

report

was made to

Committee members also observed the mock emergency evacuation

drill

at

Chester

Academy that was

held last September.

Highway safety issues discussed throughout the year were as
1

The lane marking

2.

Directional signage

in front

roads.

of the Municipal Building.

Issues relating to the intersections at Rt. 121 at Rt. 102, Lane Road at Rt. 102 and Rt. 102 at Rod
and Gun Club Road.
House numbering also came into some discussion. Although not directly related to highway
safety, house numbers become important to individuals describing their location when in need of
emergency services.

3.

4.

lights

Town

of certain

follows:

A friendly
are flashing.

reminder

It

is illegal

The Committee continues

to

pass a school bus when

their red

to review the reports of accidents that

have occurred on Town roads over the

past year.
Respectfully submitted,

Chester Highway Safety Committee

Chief Alfred Wagner. Police Department

Chief Stephen Tunberg, Fire Department
Albert Hamel, State Representative
Roljert Jeans,

Cynthia

J.

Cari Morin,

Public

Board of Selectmen

Robinson, Planning Board

Road Agent

Members

Col. Richardson D.

Benton

George Noyes
Arvin Congleton
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BUILDING INSPECTOR
In

the year 2002, a little more than half as many new home permits were issued as the previalteration permits increased and the type of alteration [two story garages, additions] ex-

ous year, but
panded.

Permits Issued for the Year 2002

New Single

Family

Homes

47
2
1 38
173
63
58

Commercial Buildings
Home Improvements
Electric

Plumbing
Driveways

The

total

revenue generated from permits

for

calendar year 2002, amounted to Sixty-two

thousand, eight hundred sixty-three dollars ($62,863.00).

Approximate annual construction value was Nine million, eight hundred fourteen thousand,
nine hundred seventy-five dollars ($9,814,975.00).

As Code Enforcement

Officer,

I

have noticed more and more motor vehicles accumulating on

private property. Effective July 1, 2002, the State of New Hampshire enacted a new law regarding
the storage of motor vehicles on private property. The law states that not more than one unregis-

tered and un-inspected motor vehicle that is not over 25 years old shall be kept on the premises.
The purpose for this as stated in the Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) is to provide "...a clean,
wholesome, attractive environment... significant and proven importance to the economy of the state

and the general welfare

of its citizens."

Another important issue is the house numtser. Each residence and business in town has
been issued a number that is to be displayed at the road on a post provided by the Town. It is important that these numbers remain in place and on the post for use by emergency personnel. They are
specifically looking for the post and number. The House Numtsering System is tjeing amended to
provide a penalty for anyone who does not display a house number.
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Reminder
Building Permits are required JDefore beginning any construction, alterations or repairs other
than ordinary maintenance. This includes, but is not limited to sheds of ail sizes, atxjve and in

ground pools, decks, carports, upgrading of

electrical service.

Driveway Pennits are required before any alterations are
includes, but

If

is

not limited to paving,

you are uncertain

if

change

in

made

to

an existing driveway. This

width or grade.

a Building Permit or Driveway Permit

is

needed,

spector's Office at 887-5552.

Office Hours

Monday through Friday
8:00 A.M. to Noon
Inspections are conducted

in

the afternoon

e-mail; chesterbi@gsinet.net

Fax 887^1404
Respectfully submitted

John R. Gilcreast
Building Inspector/Code

Enforcement Officer
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Tax Collector's Report
This year has been a very busy year with

Town

all

the

not to forget the faithful long time residents.

billing at $7,593,

1

1

5.00 that

I

new and wonderful people that have moved

into

We have mailed

year

have been asked to collect to run the

out over 3700 tax

Town and the

bills this

School.

My office also had its share of problems with computer glitches and obsolete hardware.
point

we had to

out too

rebuild the system but with everyone's patience and hard

much of a

work

At one

the job got done with-

delay.

would like to thank everyone for understanding that my office does not set the tax rate I only
what we have voted in to spend (don't shoot the messenger). For all citizens that are concerned with the tax rate you are urged to attend the School District and the Town meeting so your
I

collect

voices can be heard.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara L. Gagnon

Town Clerk/Tax

86

Collector

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report

Town
The Town Clerk's

Clerk's Report

office has had a very busy year with learning the

on line system for the
I would like to thank everyone for there patience and understanding during this learning process as it has been difficuh for my office and for
some of the customers at the window to keep up with all of the changes. Linda and I have registered
5395 cars for of total of $718,624.50. And as the town continues to grow so will the number of regisState of New Hampshire Motor Vehicle Department.

trations.

I

have added mail

renewed. Also
plate

if you

in

renewal registrations to make

buy a new car and

we can make arraignments

title

application.

call

my

At

this point in

office

I

As my

time

I

call

it

to register your

new

first get

your 20-day temporary

car by mail if you have the blue copy of your

do not have a program to send

can help you get that done

easier for the people to get their cars

my office when you

letters

out to license your

dog but

if you

also.

works more closely with the Division of Motor Vehicles in Concord we will be
more functions to accommodate everyone's busy lives. If you have
any questions please do not hesitate to call my office at 887-3636 during business hours or fax me at
office

able to upgrade our system to do

887-4334.

Respectfiilly submitted,

Barbara L. Gagnon

Town

Clerk

E-mail chester9@gsinet.net
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment has continued during
residents

the part year to provide the

of Chester with the means of addressing appeals and administering special provisions

Zoning Ordinance dealing with variances, special exceptions, equitable waivers of

in the

dimensional requirements, and administrative decisions.

The Zoning Board meets

the third

Applicatbns are available

Offices.

Applicants are urged to provide

with each application.

You may

notice.

leave a message.

the

Town

at the

Chester

Town

Offices during regular business hours.

the information requested and include well-dravra site plans

Applications must be received in a timely manner to allow for public

contact the Zoning Office with any questions or concerns at 887-4343 and

Your call

chairperson. Please
part time

all

at

Wednesday of each month

will

remember

be returned as soon as possible by the administrative

that this is

assistant or

a volunteer board and the administrative assistant

is

a

empbyee.

The Board

is

currently seeking interested individuals to serve as alternate members.

must have a genuine concern for the best
needs of its individual citizens.

You

interests of the town as well as an understanding of the

A fair and impartial state of mind is necessary, as this is a quasi-

judicial board. Please contact the

Board of Selectmen

Thank you to the foUowing

individuals

during the past year. Their dedication

is

greatly

who

if you are interested.

served the

Town of Chester

as

members

^predated.

Jean Methot, Vice Chairman

Rick Snyder, Planning Board Rep./Ahemate

Bob Crawford

Charlotte Lister, Selectworaan/Altemate

Janice Jeans

I

would

like to extend

for her invaluable assistance

knowledge of state and

a special thank you to our Administrative Assistant, Janet Boyden,

m

local laws

the day-to-day operation of the Board.

Her experience and

and ordinances make a diflicuh job flow smoothly.

Respectiiilly submitted,
Billie

Maloney

Chairperson
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CHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

REPORT FOR CALENDAR YEAR ENDING
2002
The Chester PoHce Department Offices have been busy

the past year logging in

some

4,031 incidents.
State and Local

PoUce Officers have been asked

federal level have been diverted to the

This has

home

to

fill

the gap as resources from a

security efforts.

made communication between departments even more

important.

Your Po-

lice Department has received several pieces of hi-tech radio equipment with a casual value

estimate of $23,000.00 dollars.

These radios were funded by the State of New Hampshire

through a federal grant.

The

Police Department has also installed a

there were a

few snags,

it

is

new

records keeping system and although

now up and running.

There are two new faces on the Department; David Hargreaves joined us part-tune
from the Deny PoUce Department. Also, Jonathan Nightingale has joined us as

after retiring

a part-time officer from Merrimack.

No

law enforcement agency can be successfiil without the assistance of members of

the public and the residence of Chester have assisted us in

many ways

this past year.

We

thank you for this support.
Sincerely,

Alfred

J.

Wagner, Chief of Police
Harry Gardner, Patrohnan
Nelson Ortega, Patrolman
Rick Belanger, Patrolman
David Hargreaves, Patrolman
Jonathan N^itingale, Patrolman

Leonard Leclair, Sergeant
William Burke, Sergeant
Vaughn McGillen, Patrolman
Gerry Reppucci, Patrolman
Scott Haggart, Patrobnan

Vaughn M. McGillen, Administrative

Numbers:

Assistant

Cheryle Gardner, Secretary

9-1-1

EMERGENCY

887-3229
887-2080
887-2080
887-2090

24-Hour Dispatch
Unattended Business Line

Animal Control
Fax

CHSTRPOL@GSINET.NET

E-mail
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CHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

REPORT FOR CALENDAR YEAR ENDING
2002
Highlights
17

Of Calendar Year Ending December 2002
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Report -

2002

WAS the si^ht of ni/w)ther fui^,, fnkVLiiy-orLeiA,teo(,
WAS n beowtLfucL, worm, day that klc^^fztd off with

Chester
-f^.

It

eveiA.t ftlLec* towiA,

fair this post septei^ber

« parade featwrLi^ fire tructes, clu^s.lc carz,

poLltucaL tfl^vdldfltes, an.d a segwny rlddei/v dowi/v the street by theiA. sei^-atorlaL coiA,dldcitejohiA.
Suv\.u\n,u\ The Pcirflde Led the wny to the hall fields, where the festLvLtLes were lin. full swLiA,g. we had

a full da\A of eveiA-ts that liA,c-Luded the lIoia-'s

cLub yard

sale, a dniA,c.e recital, storyteLUiA,g

by Papa

Joe, aiA-d a variety of Live m.ws'uc. MaiA,y of Chester's cLubs aiA,d ofo^avdxatiov^s. were weLL rc^reuv^ttd.

by

a variety of booths nuvd activities aLo^vg

arrau of

ai^lioials a\,^d

over at the

early

with lo^i^y

artlsa»A,s, Local

authors, beel^epers, ai^d

av\,

Marfeet area.

the Far^vier's

Fire statlot^, our dedicated voLu^vteer rsepartkw-eiAt held their kvujst successful bLood

drive ever with

held their

products

Iia,

o\/er

aiA,k\,uaL

afteri/w>oi^

fo pliA,ts of usable

car seat safety

was

blood collected'. Also at the

checte, l'AspectliA,g over

20

statloiA.,

seats

the Police AssoclatloiA,

aiA,d haiA,dliA^

tln<^ for the aiA,i^uaL Pie B-atee-off av\,d auctloi^. This

tasty, kviuch-aiA.tlclpnted

ourjudges had

evei^-t!

a

tough

out

5"

has becon<^ a

tln^e decidivu^ but they were

ia^w oia^s!
fuiA,,

up to the

chalLei^gen rVie wliA,^vers toote hom.e frizes. doiA-ated frovv. local restauraiA,ts al^d o^rocerij

stores'. FoL-

were able to Mit oi^ly sai^pLe the pies, but bid 0^ the^w. as well. Oi^e

lowlkvg the judglt/\,g, towi/ts folfe

prize wli/vkvliA^ Pecai^ple weiA,t for a bid of^^o.ooi All told the auctlok^ raised 4-^05.00, which, for
the secoiA,d uear, was dov^t&d to the Chester Food va\fiix\^ ov^ behalf of the towia, Fnlr Coia/i.kM.lttee.
TViere

was

also a rafflt forsowit qreat dovunted gift certlfu:.ates

av<,d local services,

which

[^et±ed

:iS&.oo\ This helps to defraij the expei^ses of v^xt years' fair!

As always

the fair eiA,ded with a^v arwazli^g display of fireworks fro^w. Atlas PyrotechiA,lcs.

would

to thai^te

llfee

show!! The

t>niA,

t>wyer

his crew for all of their help

aiA,d

puttliA^

oia,

such a me^Korable

fair com.m.ittee collects dovuntioiA-s l^M-tuedlately followl^vg the ftreworfes to con-trlbute to

the i^xt years display. This years total

was 424^^0!!

This was a wov^^derful daij for Chester ai^d we'd

whether you toote a
patlotA, Is

li/v

We

what

table, t'ttarched

li^.

leeeps this sm-aLl towiA, traditiov^

Next year's fair will be held ov^

lltee to thaiA,te all

the reslde^^ts for their support,

the parade, gave blood, orjustslkuply attei^ded, yourpartlcl-

<3ou^.

Saturday, sept.

<£>,

20D3 from

Nooi^ to^prn..

Reru.erM.ber this Is ijDur towia. Fair so feel free to get liA-volved. For liA,forrM.atlort on, exhlbltliA.g, pa-

rade partlclpatlokv, or

plaiA,iA,liA.g

udm.

coia,

e-M.ail the corv<.rnlttee at chestettowkifaCr^lnotku-aLLcoi^.

we'll see

i^ou. \AtKt \^ear\

Respectfully Subrnltted,
Chester TowiA. Fair Comi^lttee
vaughiA, McCfilletn.

Hilary

HfalL

Melissa Rossettl
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Highway Department Report -2002/2003
To the people of Chester, I will touch base on this years projects that were completed.
1) In the summer of 2002 Edwards Mill Road and half of Old Sandown Road were
redone and repaved. Plans were made for Shepard Home Bridge and Towle Road
Bridge, and funds have been set aside by the State but early onset of wmter

caused our paving companies and bridge building companies to close. These projects will continue.

2)

A tree

service

roads.

Any trees and branches that could be,
we can locate a parcel of land

was

hired to

remove dead

and branches along the sides of the
were chipped. The remainder is be-

trees

ing stored until

to

accommodate

large trees and

stumps. This could be resolved with the purchase of the land for the sah shed.

Because of cost, time and weather not all the downed, and dead trees and
branches were able to be removed. The immediate danger items were pruned.
3)

Roads were graveled and graded many times. An application of calcium
chloride was attempted on some of Chester's roads; due to the high cost not all
Dirt

roads could be treated as regularly needed.

4)

Potholes were patched. This seems as a "Band Aid" approach to the conditions

of roads, but as you know any funds to complete major repairs were voted down
last year. The growth of Chester has put a lot more traffic and strain on our Town
roads. The growth has also added more road miles to be maintained and plowed.
5)

Winter maintenance was

an all time high this year. The winter began early November and has followed through to April thus far. A solid six months of plowing, sanding and saUing has caused me to go over my winter budget and therefore
at

hard decisions had to be made as to what was a priority and what was maintenance. Because of our accurate record keeping $56,000 will be coming back to
the

Town through FEMA

fiinds to offset

97

some of this winter expenses.
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As I am, I'm sure every one

glad to see the end of winter. Spring

and with
that spring clean up begins. All dirt roads have been graveled and graded again and will be
done at least one more time. We are able to do some patching now that the weather has improved. When this is completed we will continue roadside cleanup. As you are aware some
roads have experienced a tremendous amount of garbage and debris on the edges. Trees and
is

is

finally here

brush will be pruned.

The Town of Chester only employees one
ficial

does not receive a

ings and other routine

salary.

Many

work happen

full-time laborer, the

Road Agent

as an elected of-

hours of paper work, scheduling, phone calls, meet-

in the

evening hours. During the day

we

are attending to

the streets.

The minimal Town owned equipment (sander bodies) is antiquated and it is easier and
cheaper to outsource snow removal equipment. As Road Agent I provide equipment, insurance, fiiel, maintenance, and the operators to the Town at a reduced rate. As an example the
one-ton

dump

truck that

is

used by the

Town

laborer

hour with no additional maintenance, insurance,

is

leased to the

fiiel etc.

Town for

$15.00 per

costs.

do appreciate your understanding and hope you realize hard decisions had to be made. If
you have any questions, you can always call me (603) 887-4621 and either leave a message
or try to reach me after 7:00pm.
I

As an added
volved

I

note after consultation with the Selectmen, Planning Board and

all

others in-

personally support the bond issue for the funding of the Capital Improvements Pro-

gram.
If this Article

does not pass, road maintenance

may

continue to defray to other priorities.

Please seriously consider this and vote in favor of the

support our CIP.

Remember the Town has grown 6%

Thank you very much,
Carl Morin and

Crew
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2001 and an additional

4%

in
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CHESTER COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
2002

This year more than 80 peopk have been he^ed by providing them with food from the
gift certificates for shopping at Shaw's in Eteny or the Shop
Save (now

&

Pantry and with

Hmna&rd's) in Raymond. We provided boxes of food at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.
The Food Pamy is also open the fourth Saturday of each month (except for November and
December) from 9:00-12:00 nooa It has also been opened wAen needed-a ptone caB is all that
is

necessary.

The people and organizations of Qiestcr have been very generous with donations of
money, food, and Christmas presents (given with the Christmas boxes). In addition to individual
gifts, money and food have been received from the Police Court, Police Department
employees,
Cobnel Benton, Chester Town Fair, Chester Senior Citizens, Naborbood Chib, Chestnut
Properties Reahy, Lions Chib, Chester Acadony professional and paia-professional staffe,
Chester Academy First and Second Graders, Cub Scouts, Granite State PboeerChib, Boy Scout
food drive, and Giri Scouts. The McLauglins pick up food that is left at the collecton box m the
Lilxary.

A \Ag THANK YOU to all who have kept the Food Pantry well suppEed and have helped
to fin the boxes: those mentioned above,

members of the Mis^ns Committee, the Confirmands,
have delivwed the boxes to those who could not pick them up.
Expenses have included buying groceries, gift certificates, and donations to other food

Fran Bechtokl, and diose

\^dilO

pantries that also service Chester residents.

RespectftiUy submitted,

Mary Hamblett, Food

Pantry Coordinator
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Chester Fire Department Report

Another year has passed and I will try to summarize the high points for the past year. We
have put our Thermal Imager in service that we purchased with funds donated by Dean
Leighton. It has proven to be a valuable tool already. The engine that you authorized last
year has been delivered to the dealer at this writing and it is receiving the finishing touches.
We look forward to putting it in service. In addition, we were funded for Personal Protective
Gear through the Fire Grant and we outfitted twenty of our members with new Bunker Gear
and our EMTs with protective gear as well. We also took advantage of a Department of Justice grant

and acquired some equipment to support our department.

We have been fortunate in that

several people have

the participation in training has been great.

EMT-I's, several finished FF-land another

come forward

to join

our department and

We have had several people certify as EMT-B's,
We have also had a good response

finish FF-2.

to local training. All this training translates to a highly skilled

team working

of the town. Over the past year, we have had the opportunity to
Fire Department and found its members to be well qualified.
citizens

to protect the

test the skills

of the

The department has established the position of Duty Officer. There is someone in that position weekdays from 5:00 PM to 5:00 AM for the purpose of issuing permits, answering
questions, taking care of trouble alarms. The weekend duty officer is in place from 8:00 AM
Saturday through 5:00 AM Monday. In addition, he should be at the station each day from
5:00 PM to 6:00 PM to issue permits when required. Duty Officer phone number is 3657184.

Each year

I

mention

that

it

is

essential that the house

number be maintained

in

good order so

that it remains visible at all times. A key holder (that is close by and known to us) should be
designated. If you are unable to do that please contact the fire department to make arrangements to acquire a KNOX Box for your home. If you are installing an alarm system, contact

the fire department to get the correct telephone
line at the fire

remember to

department

dial

is

number

not the correct number.

911.

Stephen Tunberg, Chief
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company. The business
of an emergency

Finally, in the event
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Chester Fire Department Roster
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SOUTHEASTERN S.H. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
MUTUAL AID DISTRICT

f/<M

W\\The Souiheastem New Hampshire Hazardous Mateiials Mutual Aid

.'x^->*«
">

"JIt
'
'

\

purpose of the District

^;

Mv
.''

to the

organized as a regional solution

'^'~\

to

is

District is

hazardous materials response problem. The

prepa-e our communities, regionally, for responses to

hazardous materials incidents, both wiih training and equipment. The 15 communities
'-hat comprise the disuici ar;: .Aubum. Atkinson. Chester. Danville. Derry. Last Derry.

JS^*^-^C2>vi.

Hampstead, Hookseit. Lilchtleld. Londonderrv Pelham. Plaislow, Sandown. Salem, and
iliis Near to w cicomc the Tow n of Sandow n as a new member.
.

Windham. VVc
The

arc pleased

District

who

commur.itv.

managed

is

caroi'

an elected or appointed

and

fi.scal

b\-

member of

management. The

municipal govcniment

District rssources include

equipped for die

community

tuo response

trailers;

learn.

new

team by the State oi'Xew Hampshire. OlTicc

o-

inick
is

State has also supplied die

provide o\crsighi

Hazmat. Level

witii generators, oil spill

".A".

and decontamination

are strategically located to respond

located

in

to

any

Londondeiry. a\ailahle for response

addilioii this year is a

decontamination

Fmcrgency .Management.. This trailer
or weapons of mass dcslruclion

decontaminate a large number ofpeople a;Tect:d by a li.-\ZM.\

The

for

co:iimunicaiions equipment, and a response truck and

Tlie District trailers and

.-V

member community, who

ofresponso available

equipped

suits.

recuiesting them. .\n H.VIS .Mass Casualty trailer

medical incidents wiih a large ni:mber of patients.
to the

each

in

Distr'Ct pro\'ides the highest 'e\ei

equipment, chemical rcibrciicc matcnal. protective
trailer

member

an Operations Cominittce, consisting cf a Chief Officer from each

out the dav-:o-day bu.sr.icss of the organization; and a Board of Directors, consi.sting of

1

team with a chemical agent monitor, the same

tN-pc

trailer
is

to

supplied

equipped to

incident.

used by the

1'

.^rmy

Civil Support 'feam. In .lune. the District par.icipated in a joint raining exercise with Suite, Local, and Federal

agencies to

test

interagency operahility,

The team

also trained

a

key factor

member

in all

rcsponders working and commutiicalion together.

dcpartincnts in

w eapons of mass

destruction response, and

decontamination. Wiih the training and equipment the District possesses, the team has the ability to
field test for

rhe team

is

equipment necessary

The

tieiecl ;ind

chemical and biological agents.
also trained in confined space rescue for
fvir

District this year

SI 1.843.75. and a

H.AZMAT

incidents and has purchased the

this vital role.

has received a Stale of New Hampshire Eniergenc>' response Committee Grant of

Weapons ofKfass

Destruction Grant of 516.000.00.

Your Fire Department and local officials continue
manner of responding to hazardous materials incidents.

to

make

progress in providing the mo.st cost cfTective

Respectfiilly Submitted.

For the Board of Directors

For the Operations Committee
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The Chester Kitchen
School, and

is

is

located

the kitchen of the former Chester Elementary
the back of the Multi-Purpose Room at

in

84 Chester Street. In 2001-2002, the Board of Selectmen entered
into a project to upgrading the Kitchen so that it could be rented by
commercial processors on an hourly basis. With the help of Mr.
Scott Johnson, of the USDA Small Business Development Council, a
business plan was proposed. The policies of the Kitchen were developed In line with a former non-profit kitchen project known as NH
Cooks, and the policies of the Chester Kitchen are simple and
straight forward; offer the kitchen and it's equipment on an hourly
basis, charging a modest fee for use and access, to allow individuals
or businesses to create food products that have been approved by
the State of NH Bureau of Food Protection (BFP) for processing in
this kitchen. By making some nominal upgrades (adding a food prep sink, relocating a hand
wash sink, installing a new food preparation table, and painting the walls), the State of NH
approved the use of this kitchen by commercial processors early in 2002. This allows any
individual, or business that is approved for use by the State BFP, to apply for and maintain
a commercial food license, with the Chester Kitchen as their address. Most importantly,
Chester Organizations and residents, who have priority use of the kitchen, have a better fa-

KiTCHEM

which

to

September

of

cility in

in

prepare foods for events, or non-profit resale. At a Special Town Meeting
2001 the Town approved the warrant article to be able to move fonward
,

with the Kitchen project.

From a Commercial Food Processor's standpoint (any individual using the kitchen more
than 4 times per month, and will sell in retail establishments), this kitchen is perfect for bakers, caterers, and any other type of non acidified food product that can be approved by the
BFP. From the standpoint of an Occasional Food Processor (an individual who uses the
kitchen less than 4 times each month) this kitchen is ideal for one who has lots of fruit to
turn into jam, or want to do a large volume of cooking for a party or non-profit event.

To

is home to Spasso Foods, processors of Gourmet Italian GelaAnnie's Cookies, from Epping, and Pumpkin Pine, personal chef services.
continue
to receive inquiries, referrals of potential processors from NH Stories, and NH Specialty
Food Association, as well as from NH Rural Development Council, and USDA Small Business Development Council. NH Rural Development published the Chester Kitchen as one
of the State's best practices, and you can see it online at

date, the Chester Kitchen

We

tos,

http;//www. buzgate. com/nh_cdc_t>-chester. html

For information about the Kitchen, to receive an information package, or to schedule
use, call the "Site Administrator," Ms. Vicki McLaughlin, at 887-4979, or email,
chesteri<itchen@yahoo.com.
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Historical Society is a non profit organization that exists to promote
the study of the history of Chester, the preservation of history through the collection and protection of historical matter, and supports the continuing education of
the community of the Town's ever evolving heritage.

The Chester

This past year found a new addition to the Society's annual activities, "Faire Appraisal," Saturday, June 8, 2002, was our answer to "Antiques Roadshow," in cooperation with Crawley Falls Antiques of Exeter, NH. For our first effort in this
arena, it was pretty successful! Six very knowledgeable antique dealers volunteered their time to enlighten our guests and members of the value of all their
treasures. We will be hosting this event again, in October of 2003.

We

have set some lofty goals for 2003. In addition to working on continued
Cosmetic restoration of Steven's Memorial Hall:
1. "Know Your Town" an expanded presentation involving the 4th grade
and their teachers.
2. "Faire Appraisal" our second annual antique appraisal fair on October 18.
3. Holiday House Tour, a bi-annual event that had to be canceled in 2001

/^^.p^—pp
V^n t.^ t K
I

Historical
QQC, ETY
I

'-^

Any help that you can offer will be hugely appreciated, especially with the House Tour. Our biggest
problem, and the same facing other communities with similar tours, Is finding the generous home owners to open their homes for this tour on the first Saturday in December. We realize that there are a number of concerns that will be intimidating to the home owner:
Chester is
1. The Historical Society as a sponsor denotes the home must be Historic. Not so
grace with a variety of homes, and architecture. Age and design of the home is not a criteria only the
!

,

willingness to be part of a lot of fun.
2. Number of guest attending. A big concern, and this year we will sell a limited number of tickets, when they are gone, they are gone.
3. The home owner may be having some renovation done at that time: There are "unfinished
house tours" in NH so that should not be a bother...the homeowner may open one room, or several, rope
off designated areas not to be entered, especially the second floor. First floor only, please.
will hold as many meetings as required by the homeowners to go over details, and to provide as much assistance as we can. We have plastic floor runners for them to use if desired, we will
provide Poinsettias to enhance their d6cor, we will find some help in decorating if needed, and on the
day of the tour, several host/hostesses will be assigned to the home to provide assistance, and monitor
the flow of traffic.

The Society

We especially want this

House Tour to continue every other year, as this is our main source of funding,
to make it work. If any of you would like to consider opening your home
for the tour, please let us know. Like most of us, we belong to other organizations in Town, so we ask
you to "talk up" the Society and the Tour to others, for perhaps they would be interested in being part of
the Tour. We need only 6 homes; it sounds like so few, but so precious.
but

we need our membership

The Chester

it's membership, and of course the
endeavors, and we always welcome active new members. The Society
needs your help! Actually, we need your participation! In the past few years, although our membership
roster has been healthy, attendance at our meetings has not. As with all organizations, a dedicated core
of memtjers attend each and every meeting. However, to be able to continue with such things as "Know
Your Town," and especially the Holiday House Tour, we look to the participation of our members. Your
time not only ensures our successes, but we all have a lot more fun! The Society holds bi-monthly meetings (January, March, May, July, Septemt>er, November) on the 4th Tuesday, 7:00 PM at Steven's Memorial Hall. Membership is open to all individuals, families, businesses, and organizations. For further information visit our website, www.chesterhistorical.org.

Town

Historical Society greatly appreciates the support of

of Chester, in

all

of

it's

Respectfully submitted,
Hilary Hall, President, Chester Historical Society
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CHESTER'S PUBLIC ACCESS TELEVISION
The number of

volunteers

CH

-

21

who are operating and maintaining CH 21 has

remoined essentially the same this year, but the dedication and enthusiasm of
these individuals in keeping CH 21 viable and growing remains high. Certainly more
active volunteers ore needed and you could help to improve both the quality and
voriety of programs offered on

CH

21.

No experience

is

reguircd...we will gladly

teach you. It can be a rewarding and interesting experience. So come on and join
us for a new adventure...something different....Express your creativity in a new

medium.

It's really

not that difficult and

2CX)3 marks a significant change

funded here

in

in

can be a fun time.

it

the manner

CH

Chester. For the post 15 years,

article passed yearly at

Television

in

Chester,

Town Meeting. Effective

will

be provided by a

1

%

part of the new contract with Adelphia, which

This new arrangement

will

also provide

which Access television

in

this year, funding for

franchise fee which
will

is

21 has been funded via a warrant

is

Access

included as

go into effect os of April, 2003.

some funding

to assist Chester Academy,

should they desire to create a separate Education channel which would originate at

the school.

With

this

new funding, CH 21

will

at last be able to repkice and update some of

Many of these

our electronic and associated equipment.
old.

Some

units

cert.

15 to 20 years

truly do need to be upgraded and brought up to todoy's standards.

are also looking forward to more

locally

these projects to fruition, we need more than new equipment.

We

to join us and help with ideas and operations. Our affiliation with

statewide organization of Public Access stations, helps keep
octivities at other

We

produced in-studio programming. To bring

CH

ntvi volunteers

NHCCM,

a

21 informed of

Access stations, ideas for new programming, technical updotes,

and allows us to exchonge taped programming with member stations.
As in the post, we continues to cablecost the onnual Town onA School Meetings
live

on

CH

who are. unable to attend these important meetings.
Town Selectmen, Planning, Conservation, Zoning and other board and

21 for those folks

Additionally,

We are plonning upgrades in the
are. corried live on CH 21.
equipment used to bring these important meetings to the citizens of Chester. The
annual Santa's Ride through Chester was once again a seasonal treat for the
committee meetings

children of Chester, thanks to our Fire Dept, Police Dept... and

Santa's route through town

This small group of dedicated volunteers

better

in

CH

21...who relayed

.

the years to come.

We will

is

committed to making

CH

21 even

continue to provide this important service to

Chester and welcome others to join us here at

CH

21.

Respectfully submitted,

Lenny Stein
Volunteers: Vicky Abdalkih, Ellen Boda,

A

Dick Sodf rey, Co-Chairmen

Marge Godfrey,
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The Chester Cable Negotiations Committee (ad hoc) (CCNC)

CHESTER CABLE
NEGOTIATIONS

is

comprised of CTV-21 volunteers, representatives of Chester
residents, and of the Chester School District. The purpose of
this committee was to propose and negotiate a Renewal Franchise Agreement between the Town and Adelphia Communications, our cable operator. The process began in April 2000,
when, according to the Cable Act, the Town officially notified

COMMITTEE

Adelphia that we intended to negotiate, in good faith, a Renewal Franchise Agreement. The current agreement was to
expire in April of 2003. From that point on, the committee was charged with gathering information from subscribers, holding public hearings, gathering estimates of
equipment costs, etc., and to submit this information to the Board of Selectmen (the
Franchise Authority) for the purpose of creating a proposal to Adelphia which would
ensure continued and the best possible service, as well as funding to support Public,
Educational, and Government Access Television (currently CTV-21 ) in Chester.
(AO HOC)

In

September of 2001, the process

truly

began when

Hilary Hail, Barbara King, Victo-

ria

Abdallah, Marge Godfrey, Robert Grimm, and Michael Mesnikoff met to outline the
steps to be taken in the next year, and t)egan to create a survey which was then
mailed to all residents. With the responses in hand, we were able to have a Public
Hearing with the Board of Selectmen, and Adelphia to address the needs of the community. The committee, met numerous times, and held at least two other Public
Hearings with Adelphia before May 2002. The committee also hired a video engineering expert to asses the current status of Public and Government TV, and give us a realistic estimate for essential upgrades in the future, at which time new memt>er, Dick
Godfrey came on board to give his insights as an established volunteer of Public Access Television in Chester. Christopher Atwood also joined us and assisted Chester
Academy in assessing their current and future needs for Educational TV, and submitted an estimate. These estimates were instrumental in helping to create the Proposal
for Renewal Franchise that, upon approval of the Board of Selectmen, was presented
to Adelphia on May 15, 2002. The Cable Act provided Adelphia 120 days to respond,
and Adelphia's formal proposal was received on September 15, 2002.

The committee, met with Adelphia representatives again in October, November and
December, all to work out an equitable agreement that would include such things as
a Capital Equipment Grant, franchise fees, separate channels for Public, Educational,
and Government (PEG) TV, free internet access for Chester Academy and the Chester
Public Library, and much more! It took another two months to work out the tiest possible language that would benefit both the Town and Adelphia, and finally, on the
evening of March 3, 2003, not without continued
discussion and amendments to the agreement, the Board of Selectmen voted to accept the Franchise Renewal in a 3 to 2 vote.
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this mean to the Town? It means that after having cable television, and
especially Public, Educational, and Governmental television in the form of your Public Access Television Station (PEG), CTV-21 for the past 15 years, the Town will no

What does

longer need to use tax dollars to support PEG! Adeiphia will collect franchise fees,
and turn these fees back to the Town for the sole purpose of PEG, with no further tax

impact to you!

The effective date of the new Renewal Franchise will take place on April 1, 2003. A
copy of the Renewal Franchise, and all other related documents are available at the
Chester Town OfTice for the public to view.
Respectfully submitted,
Hilary Hall, Facilitator, Cable Negotiations

Committee (ad hoc)

107

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report

Annual Report of the Recycling
The

results

2002 were outstanding, and we would
who participated and supported the program.

of the recycling program

by thanking

all

of you citizens

& Solid Waste Committee

in

like to start this report

The most outstanding result is that the percentage of the Transfer Station waste stream being recycled
has increased from 34.4% to 38.5%. The addition of "mixed paper" recycling last year is largely responsible for this dramatic improvement. 70 tons of mixed paper were diverted from the compactor
and recycled instead. The Town has almost reached the 40% recycling goal set for all municipalities
by the EPA and State.
Chester's 2002 waste stream totaled 1077 tons, of which 415 tons were recycled.

321 tons were kitchen recyclables (glass,
kitchen recyclables

was only $27.30 per

plastic, cans,

ton, versus

paper

etc.).

Of these415

The average recycling

tons,

cost of the

$87.46 per ton for compactor disposal. Recy-

cling therefore resulted in a net savings of at least $19,300.

2003 the expected savings of recycling should be significantly even greater for several reasons.
by the time you read this report, the compactor disposal cost will have increased due to expiration of the old 3-year tipping contract with Waste Management and renegotiation of a new one.
In

First,

Second, the market for recyclables
plastics recycling plant
tional,

we

will

is

is

expected to improve as the economy improves. For example, a

currently being built in Milton,

NH. We have been

told that once opera-

be able to dispose of plastics for free. If that had been possible this year, the average
would have only been $10.90 per ton, and the net recycling program

cost of the kitchen recyclables

savings would have been $24,550.

and decrease waste disposal costs. As mentioned last year, we greatly appreciate your patience as the recycling program has been expanded and
improved. There still is a consensus that we have reached the practical limits to the complexity of
the program. We therefore do not anticipate any significant additions or changes to the program in
the fiiture, unless mandated by law. An example of this would be the disposal of fluorescent bulbs or
computer equipment. The cost of these changes are being covered by user fees, however, with no net

The Committee continues

to strive to increase recycling

increase to the budget.

In closing

we would

like to express

our appreciation to our departing committee members,

Anne

Pardo and Paula Potter, for their 10+ years hard work and dedication to this committee. They will be
sorely missed. If you or any other Town citizen would like to serve on the committee, please contact
the Office of Selectmen at 887-4979 for information on our next meeting.

Andrew Hadik
Bonnie Healey
Lloyd Healey
Barbara King
Stephan Landau, Selectman Liason
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SLPC
In

May 2001 Chester voters approved a $3
,

ing conservation

easements

such as prime fanmland

A

Report

million dollar bond for the purpose of purchaspreserve open space; protect valuable natural resources,
and strategically block development access to back land.

to

soils;

made

during the bond discussion was that the investment would save the Town
expenses
each year in education and town services. It is by now a well-known
considerable
fact that land that remains in its open state is an asset to a community as it requires very little in the way of town services as opposed to developed land whose cost to the town genergenerates. The Town's investment in preserving
ally outweighs whatever tax revenues
open space will pay for itself in a relatively short period of time.

key point

it

In

May

townspeople voted to allocate just over half the bond amount ($1 .555
for the outright purchase of the former Silver Sands Campground property.

of 2002, the

million)

The remainder of the bond has been spent for the purchase of nine easements, supplemented with some additional funds from Cun-ent Use penalties. About 642 acres have been
permanently protected, removing about 183 potential house lots from future development.
If you multiply this number by the cost of educating potential students in Chester, the cost
avoided ANNUALLY is between $1.68 and $2.48 million! Taxpayers should feel secure the

bond proceeds were wisely invested.
a list of the properties that have had easements put on them or were purchased or
donated using the both the bond money and the Current Use Penalty proceeds. The list
covers from when the Town first voted for the CU penalty fee funds to be used (Town Meet-

Below

ing,

is

May

1997, $20,000 annual) to the present:
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* Administrative costs (appraisals, legal fees, surveys etc.)
to obtain the

amount to approximately

3% of the costs

easements and/or the parcels.

Some of the purchased or donated easements are important for
value as open space, wildlife habitat, groundwater recharge areas and scenic value. Most of
these parcels listed here were under threat of development. Most abut properties already developed
or planned for development.
Easement Description

their

Wilson Farm - Located on

Rte. 102 near the Derry line, this property was literally snatched from development though a combination of new property ovwiers, SLPC funds, and a Federal Fanmiand Protection grant equal to 50 percent of the cost. Neighbors also participated in the drive to protect this

property.

Scott Farm - Located on one of the highest points of land along Rte. 102, this property has high
scenic and agricultural value. Fifty percent of the easement cost was bome by the Federal Famiiand
Protection Program.

Healey Farm -This notably beautiful and picturesque 53-acre property, located on Fremont Road, is
one of the last working farms in Chester. The fanm has fields with soils rated as the most valuable
and limited "Prime Fannland Soils" and "Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance." The rear of the
property extends up and over the crest of the west side of Mardens Hill. Development of this parcel
would have been visible from many parts of town.
Claris Property - This 20-acre property, is located on Towie Road, across from the Spring Hill Farm
farmhouse. It directly abuts about 1575 feet of the Spring Hill Farm property line on that side of the
road. The property is primarily rated as "Important Forest Soils" and wetlands. It separates the
Spring Hill Famn land from the Aratxan Way Subdivision.

Paris Property - This 59-acre property is also located on Fremont Road. The property also has
many acres of soils rated as "Prime Farmland Soils" and "Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance."
The rear of the property extends up and over the crest of the east side of Mardens Hill. Development
of this parcel would also have been visible from many parts of town.
Protection of this property also
protects 1700+ feet of the abutting property line of the Town-owned Spring Hill Farm.

The Healey,
space and

Paris,

and

Clari<

wildlife corridor to

easements are important in that they extend and expand an open
a length of about 2 miles in the heart of the northeast quadrant of Ches-

ter.

Geddis Property - This 95-acre

property

is

located

in

the northwest quadrant of Chester.

The

prop-

main frontage is on Rte. 121, as well as 1881+ feet of rear frontage on Class V and VI portions
of the old historic Chester Tumpike. The property also has some soils rated as "Prime Fannland
Soils" and "Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance," and abuts about 550 feet of property line of a
Town-owned parcel. Protection of this property is strategic in helping limit development access down

erty's

the

Tumpike

into the

backlands of the northwest quadrant.

Noyes Property - This t)eautiful and scenic 38-acre property Is located on Rte. 102, in the southwest quadrant of Chester. Abutting the historic Senator Bell Fann, the property includes Bell Hill, the
highest point of land in Chester, About one third of the property has soils rated as "Prime Farmland
Soils." The back land (now easement area) was in danger of being sold off to abutters. The long,
narrow easement effectively serves as a block between that parcel and any future residential development of the Senator Bell Farm land.
Ill
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Tenney Property -

This 52-acre property has 232+ feet of frontage on Tenney Road, in the southwest quadrant of Chester. About half the property has soils rated as "Prime Familand Soils" and
"Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance." This property was actively targeted by developers and
would have provided access to a large amount of backland.

Schneebaum Property - This 67-acre

property is located on Rte. 121, in the southwest quadrant of
Soils." It has two active hayfields comprising about
Fannland
"Prime
contains
property
Chester. The
It has 1 354+
1 5 acres - one of which has a spectacular view of the Boston skyline on clear days.
feet of frontage on Walnut Hill Road (Class VI), 230+ feet of frontage on Jack Road (Class VI), and

extends

all

the

way back

to the

Town

line.

The back

of the property falls

away

to

a large wetland that

recently served as a blue heron rookery.

Silver Sands Campground (Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area) - Much information
has already been disseminated about the significance of this 105-acre property. In 2002, the townspeople voted to purchase this property to create and preserve a conservation and recreation legacy
for generations to come. The Silver Sands property will have a conservation easement placed on it
that will allow for limited outdoor recreation and construction of much-needed sports fields.
to pay legal costs, are the Witherill and
frontage
on the Exeter River where it begins north
Grimes easements. The Witherill easement has
hayfield, with important fringe habitat for
habitat
and
riparian
mostly
is
of Route 102. The easement
important
link between Town-owned propis
an
easement
Grimes
The
birds.
and
game
songbirds
erty and the Pinkerton Academy-owned Forsaith Forest. The addition of the Grimes easement

Two donated easements,

means

that

most

for

of the south

which the

SLPC has agreed

and southeast shoreline

of the North

Pond marsh

is

effectively pro-

tected from development.

The SLPC

is

currently considering several other parcels in

easements - totaling more than 500

The SLPC has

town - both for purchased and donated

acres.

also rejected offers from landowners because either the asking price was too high or
meet the SLPC's criteria for protection. Land that is isolated from other protected

the land did not
parcels, that

is

wet and

unlikely to

be developed, or

is

too small have

all

been rejected by the SLPC.

New Hampshire - and

is rising. As land prices rise, so too does
of each candidate property determines
appraisal
independent
the cost of purchasing easements. An
higher
the
price of the easement.
the
property
value,
higher
the
the
the property's worth;

The

price of land

is

high

in

southern

Prices paid for easements have ranged from a high of $7700/acre for prime fannland with road frontage, to a low of $2500/acre for back land.

and open space of Chester. The committee
competing with developers, who
find
themselves
Commission
often
and the Chester Conservation
often at a much higher price than
selling
their
land
landowners
repeatedly
about
have approached
what could be realized by selling a conservation easement

The goal

of the

SLPC

is

to preserve the rural character

While the SLPC is steadfast that owners receive true value for their easement sale, the committee
hopes that Chester residents recognize that these landowners should be lauded for preserving their
land in perpetuity when they could as easily have sold it to the highest bidder. Their conservation
ethic is one the SLPC hopes will be emulated by others in town and which will be widely supported
by the Town's citizens.
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The

Strategic

Land Protection Committee

as looking at other key properties.

SLPC

is still
is

trying to complete several other easements, as well

also looking for other federal and state ftjnding mecha-

nisms such as farmland protection funding, LCHIP, grants, services/in-kind donations,

SLPC

meets the third Thursday of every month

attend or to

in the

become a member.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Uncles, Chair

Andrew Hadik
Maureen Lein
Greg Lowell
Denis Maloney
Chuck Myette
Even Sederquest
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CHESTER RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 2002-2003
The Chester Recreation Commission is a volunteer committee that sctvcs the recreational needs of the town.
The commission is responsible for coordinating youth sports such as baseball, basketball, soccer, track, and the
summer program. The commission also organizes adult programs such as affobics and men's basketball. Additionally, the commission is responsible for the operation of the multi-purpose room at the old sdiool and the
town's athletic fields and tiie newly acquired &cilities at Silver Sands.
2002 Report
Questionnaire: The Recreation Commission mailed a questionnaire to all residents in the spring of 2001 to
accurately determine the recreational needs of the community. The overall results of the questionnaire are as
follows:

Response Rate 12.5%
Inaease childroi's' programs 78.1%
Increase Adult programs 74.9%
Improve Ball Fields/resources 60.6%

As

a direct result of the questionnaires feedback,

and the

summer program was expanded to

tiie

adult aerobics

program was established

include 13-15 year old childroi. TTie

in the fell

Commission

of 2001

will continue to

use the results of the questiormaire to plan future programs.

Summer Program: The Summer Program is a six week program of children's activities, sports, and crafts.
The program begins the first week in July. This past summer 250 children ages 4-12 participated in the program. The program was also expanded to include a field trip program for children 13-15 on Tuesday afternoons. TTie town employee's qualified counselOTs led the children in games, activities, field trips and recreational events. The program also sponsored CIT, Councilors in Training, to prepare the C.I.T.'s for future em-

Sign-up sheets are distributed through the school, the library, the town hall and the
They will become available at the aid of May. Although there is a fee for this program, no
child will be turned away for financial reasons. Please speak to a Recreation Commission member if the fee for
any program is a hard^ip.

ployment

in

the program.

recreation office.

Basketball Program: The recreational basketball |x-ogram expanded again this year, growing 45% to over 200
The program consists of coed instructional programs for l** and 2"'' graders and league play for both
boys and girls grades 3-8. Practices started in November, games began in December, and the program aided in
children.

were 16 teams in our league play. Games were played both intanally and with Auburn
and Freemont. Due to the growth of the program, both the multi-purpose room and the gym at Chester Academy were in use for games and/or practices on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday ni^ts and all day Saturday.
There were many highlights this year including player's clinics, skills competition, and scores of outstanding
games. The program is successfully teaching basketball skills and, more importantly, life skills to the children
of ChestCT in a healthy and fulfilled environment
early Mardi. There
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CHESTER RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 2002-2003^oMt
Adult Aerobics: Adult ao-obics classes were started in the fall of 200 1 These classes are held on Monday
and Wednesday nights from 6:00 to 7:30 in the multi-purpose room. The classes run in six week sessions are
taught by certified aerobics instructors. The program is offered for mai and women as well as older teens, in a
combined class environment. Please contact the Recreation office to sign-up for this exciting program.
.

Recreation Fundraising Committee: A fundraising committee was established in 2002. The R.F.C. has been
hosting various events such as dances and even a Silent Auction to the adults in the community, to raise funds
that will offset the cost

of some of the programs being offered by the Recreation Department.

Field Improvements: The baseball program constructed a new building on the baseball field that is used for
equipment storage. The existing building adjacent to the upper field was successfully changed over for concession use. New bleachers were added at the fields and new fencing has been added as well. This spring work
will be done on each baseball field to bring it back up to current standards. The commission is also working to
establish two new fields as well as a soccer field at the newly purchased Silver Sands site.

Multi-Purpose Room: The multi-purpose room is operated by the recreation commission and is open for town
There is an application and approval proves coordinated through the recreation commission to use the facility. Several recreational programs are currently using this facility, including basketball, baseball, floor
hockey, Softball, dances, and a children's pre-school playtime. Metal cages have been added to some of the
upper windows to prevent breakage while sporting activities are going mi. Plans to upgrade the current floor of
use.

the

gym

are being organized by the Selectmen.

Derry Soccer and Lacrosse Leagues: Chester continues
with Derry. Sign up for Derry soccer appear

in

the Derry

February and March. Lacrosse has established a
girls enrolled in the

new

girls

in the

program here

program. Chester's long range plans will be to

grams when the number of children, and volunteering
number of teams.

and Lacrosse programs
summer. Lacrosse sign-ups take place in

to be included in the soccer

News

in

start its

Derry with approximately 10-15
soccer as well as Lacrosse pro-

own

parents, readi the appropriate

number

to field a sufficient

2003 Plans:
Continuance of Existing Programs: All programs coordinated by the recreational Commission will be continued in 2003-2004. Consistent with the past three years, our programs have been growing 20%-40% each
year in size. To accommodate this tremendous growth, volunteer parents are encouraged to become involved
in these programs. In addition to coaches, there are always administrative, purchasing, maintenance, and other
activities that parents can contribute to. The Recreation Commission has adopted a state wide mandate to require that

all

volunteers have a background check before being able to

gram employees

will be required to

go through a

CPR

training course,

115

work with children.
which will be given

All

summer

pro-
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CHESTER RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 2002-2003-co«r.
by the Chester Fire Department.

We will

strive to

keep

all

children safe and well supervised in

our Recrea-

all

tional Programs.

Sands Campground: The Town of Chester has recently purchased the 105 acre parcel of land curraitly
Campground. This site is located on the east side of Chester on Rt. #102. A task force consisting of members of the Conservation Commission, Strategic Land Protection Committee, Selectmen, Recreation Commission Members, and members of the community, have been working since the fall of 2002, on all
aspects of the purchase of Silver Sands. They are now working to map the property which will separate it into
ConservaticMi Land as well as area's they will be used by the residaits of Chester. This property will offer the
Silver

called Silver Sands

Tovm the following
Swimming

long term recreational opportunities.

Tent Camping

Picnicking

Canoeing

Fishing

Hiking

Skating

Cross-country

Skiing

Playgrounds

New athletic fields

Upon

approval the Recreation Commission will then become Chester Parks and Recreation Department The
Department ahs budgeted $50,000. to put the beach area in operation for the sunmier of 2003. Additional recreational development funds will be budgeted this year for long-term improvements including the construction
of additional ball fields.

To accommodate Chester's growing recreational needs, we have hired a part-time RecreaThe coordinators responsibility will be to prepare Silver Sands for Town use in the summer

Recreational Staff:
tion Coordinator.

of 2003. Additional duties will be scheduling the multi-purpose room, conducting sign-ups
grams, implementing

new programs and

ble for the bookkeeping and

all

coordinating the

summer program. That person

for various pro-

will also

Recreation Commission Meeting/Additional Volunteers: The Recreation Commission meets
the second and fourth

Monday of each month

The Commission

dire

is in

in the

Recreation office located in the

need of additional volunteers

at

#887-5773.

Respectively submitted,

Chester Recreation Commission Members,

Linda Royce, Chairperson
Bill

Chirgwin

Mike Weider
Lisa Romick
Mary McCormick

Bob Henderson
Fred McNeill, Alternate

Donna

Foskitt, Alternate
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Town

at

7:00 p.m.

Office Building.

growing recreational needs of

to assist in the rapidly

the community. Chester Residents are encouraged to attend our meetings.

reached

be responsi-

organizational needs of this department.

The

recreation office can be
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SPRING HILL FARM

Spring Hill Fann, your fann, headquartered at 96 Towle

Rd, has been kept

operation for you according to the wishes of Miss Muriel Church,

with

its

at the

due

who gave

the

in

Farm

four hundred acres to the Town. Volunteers are continuing to do the daily chores

Farm caring for the

cattle, horses, pigs

to old age, but thanks to Phil

and chickens.

Wilson of Deny Rd. we

Two horses were lost this year

now have

three

new Scottish

Highlander cross calves and there have also been many piglets bom. The pasture acreage
at the

Farm was

Work

has continued to upgrade the Farm's pastures and hay fields, and a substantial

greatly

expanded

in the Spring

of 2002 with erection of electric fencing.

bridge has been placed across a stream on the property to fecilitate
Electrical
to the house.

work

to the

house and

bam has been done,

the

bam

trail riding.

as well as central heat added

We have been without a tenam in the house since mid-winter, but the

upgrade to the house will hopefully make

come and

operate the farm.

soon and hope

to

it

acceptable to a farming family

who

will

We anticipate completion of some major structural repairs to

do some extensive kitchen upgrading

in

the house, as well.

A work day vms held in November to get some woik done on the grounds.
was

also

were

a work day

filled

new

in

January to clean the

attics.

Two

There

foxuteen yard refuse containers

under the watchful eyes and willing hands of the Chester Historical Society

and historian Richard Holmes.

We have also placed a headstone on Miss Church's gravesitc.
Church's will
sale of Miss

is

nearly done

When

completed the Trust

will

listed at the

from of the

in the past year by the following friends of the Farm: Jason

Tom McUughlin, Bob & Leslie

Scott, Paul

Jeans

Jr.,

have the proceeds from the

Church's other acreage to work with.

Your Board of Trustees, as

Millsaps,

Probating of Miss

Town

Report, has been helped

Brown, Eric Martin, Joanne

Packard, Randy Powers,

Gen Rowell, Kevin

& Christine Szostak, Colleen Towle, Joe Johnston, Beth & Jerry Riley, Bob

Craig Derasby and

many others whom we

appreciate very much.

We vrauld like to see YOU come visit or walk the acreage, either at the Farm or in
North Chester. There

is

usually

someone around

further information please call 887-4 161.
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at the

farm on Sunday afternoons. For
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Chester Conservation Commission Report
The Chester Conservation Commission

a seven-member, all-volunteer board appointed
by the Selectmen under the provisions of state RSA 36-A:2, which allows municipalities in
New Hampshire to establish commissions "for the proper utilization and protection of the

natural resources

paring

maps

and

is

for the protection of

watershed resources." This work includes pre-

or plans, "keeping an index of open space and natural, aesthetic, or ecological

areas" within the town

in

order to obtain information "pertinent to proper

utilization of all

such areas." The Commission acts as an advisory board to other town and state boards
and agencies involved in land planning, and works to preserve open space in Chester.
The Chester Conservation Commission meets on the first and second Tuesdays of the
month. The first meeting is a planning meeting only, and is not televised. The second
meeting is used to review subdivision applications, wetlands permit applications, and other
matters presented to the Commission for comment. Both meetings are open to the public
and input is encouraged.
The Conservation Commission officers are as follows; Charies Myette, Chairman; Greg
Lowell, Secretary; Baron Richardson; Treasurer; Andrew Jeans (altemate); Robert JeansSelectmen Representative.
In 2002, the Commission worked on the following projects:
Easement Assistance - The Strategic Land Protection Commission, voted into existence
by town residents in order better protect open space, is an arm of the Conservation Commission and the two boards wori< together to educate residents on the advantages of placing conservation easements on their property. The two organizations also make recommendations to the Selectmen on which parcels to protect. Funding for the cost of easements
comes from the Land Use Change Tax, which is an assessment of a 10 percent fees for the
cost of each house lot on land that was in current use before it was developed, and from the
$3 million bond voted at the 2001 Town Meeting. To date, 642 acres have been protected
and the 105-acre former Silver Sands Campground was purchased for conservation and
recreation. Please see the SLPC report elsewhere in this town report for details on each
easement.
Easement Enforcement - Every easement purchased by the Town or donated to the Town
requires ongoing monitoring by the Commission. It is not enough to say that a parcel of
land has an easement; it must also be checked regularly to ensure that the terms of the
;

easement are being upheld. This regular monitoring strains the manpower of the Commission; therefore, the Commission has contracted an expert to begin regular monitoring of
easements. Funding for this work (estimated at between $50-80 per easement annually) is
currently being paid out of the Conservation Commission fund, but the Commission is working on a program to fund monitoring requirements. It is worth noting that in addition to
easements donated to or bought by the Town, the Commission has been mandated by the
State of N.H. Wetlands Bureau to accept several easements within subdivisions as a condition of that development's approval. The Commission generally has a say in the terms of
the easements, and is then required to enforce the easements through the years. These
easements have already increased the monitoring workload and costs for enforcement.
Natural Resources Inventory - In 2002, work continued on a Natural Resources Inventory
of the town. The Inventory is gathering information on natural (and manmade) features of
the land on which to base actions related to land use. The inventory will be used to guide
conservation planning, review land use proposals requiring regulatory
122
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and for land use management planning. The first step of the inventory was the
generation of base maps that have l)een developed in cooperation with the Society for Protection of New Hampshire Forests. The maps delineate wetlands, watersheds, wildlife habitat, agricultural land, soil types, etc. They are available to all town board and committees,
oversight,

and

it

is

anticipated that copies

will

be mounted and hung

in

the Chester

Town

Hall for view-

ing by residents.
- The Commission has also undertaken a study of the Town's significant
wetlands resources, with an eye toward protection of these valuable resources. Recently,
all wetland areas over 2 acres in size have been mapped and a study of the North Pond
wetlands complex is currently underway. Preliminary indications are that the North Pond
area is one of the Town's prime watershed and wildlife habitats. Subsequent studies will focus on several other large wetlands complexes in town. This work is being contracted to a
wetlands scientist, who will be assisted at a later date by volunteers. Work will be ongoing
through 2003.
Land Use Change Tax - The "Current Use" assessment program has t)een in effect in
New Hampshire since 1973. It is a voluntary program that lets landowners be taxed on the
basis of their land's current use - not its potential developed use. It has been a tremendously successful program, allowing owners of parcels over 10 acres to avoid burdensome
taxes and keep large tracts undeveloped. About 38 percent of all land in Rockingham
County is under current use. Whenever a parcel of land no longer qualifies for the current
use tax rate because it is being developed or subdivided, a 10 percent land use change tax
(LUCT) - based on the full market value - is paid by the landowner. Some towns return
this tax to their general fund, but over 120 towns in New Hampshire, including Chester, use
these proceeds to fund land conservation to help replace some of the open space lost to
development. In 1998, the Town voted to allocate 100 percent of the LUCT to be used for
the purchase of conservation easements. The Chester Conservation Commission believes
using LUCT funds for conservation is logical, as land that was currently undeveloped is now
being developed. Since the LUCT represents 10 percent of the value of the land being removed from current use for development, the resulting proceeds will allow the protection of
about one acre for every ten being developed. On average, every home that is built in
Chester results in a financial loss to the town. Each year, the educational and municipal
services required by a new home far outweigh its property tax revenue. Conversely, undeveloped land under current use - although it generates far less taxes than if it was developed - costs the town only a fraction of the tax for community services. More than 120 N.H.
towns have realized the benefits of using LUCT to preserve open space and that the use of
this money for land protection is far more cost-effective than any small one-time decrease in
their property taxes if the LUCT were returned to the general fund
Exeter River Local Advisory Committee (ERLAC) Support- The Exeter River begins as
a small stream in the protected Herrick Woods of Chester and gains strength from several
tributaries before it tumbles over the dam in downtown Exeter and changes its identity to the
tidal Squamscot River. Along the way it passes through many communities where it is both
used and misused. ERLAC is a committee made up of members of all the towns that the
Exeter River flows through. The committee meets is charged by the State Department of
Environmental Services with developing a river corridor management plan and advising the
DES and riverfront towns on matters affecting the river. The Chester Conservation Com-

Wetlands Study

mission contributes $200 annually to
123
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ERLAC, and two
ERLAC.

of

its

members- Camilla Lockwood and Greg Lowell-represent Chester on

in several other activities in 2002. A prewith an eye to mapping them for the
started
existing
trails
was
town's
liminary study of the
possible. The Commission conwhenever
them
use of the public and preserving access to
tributed funds to the reconstmction of an important trail bridge at the Town's Spring Hill
Farm. The Commission began gathering data for proposing Town regulations that will better
protect wetlands and important wildlife habitat. The Commission helped write and fund a

Other Activities - The Commission also engaged

grant application to the N.H. Department of Resources and Economic Development that led
to $100,000 grant for the purchase of the Silver Sands Campground. Members of the Commission continue to pursue grant opportunities for both land preservation (such as the Federal

Fannland Protection Program) and land restoration

(specifically for

improvements

at

Silver Sands).

always, the Conservation Commission welcomes input and ideas from Town residents.
At present, there are two vacancies on the Conservation Commission that we need to fill;
anyone interested in serving should contact the Chester Board of Selectmen office for an
application or call any of the commission members.

As

Charies Myette, Chainnan
Greg Lowell, Secretary
Baron Richardson; Treasurer

Andrew Jeans

(altemate)

Robert Jeans, Selectmen Representative.
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Wason Pond Conservation
(Formally

known

as

-

& Recreation Area

Silver Sands

Campground)

The Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, and Recreaticsi Committee have long recognized the imCampground property for future conservation and recreation use by the
residaits of the town. Early in 2001, it was reported to the town that the campground might be for sale. The
idea of the property being developed into a multi-lot subdivision and forever lost to the town resulted in the
Board of Selectmen giving approval to contact the owner to explore options for selling the property to the
Town. The vision was that the property could offer residents a public beach, picnic area, nature trails, fishing,
and many other amenities plus a much-needed expansion area for the town's future recreational needs.
portance of the 105-aCTe Silver Sands

After many months of negotiations with the owners of the property, a Warrant Article was introduced at the
2002 Town Meeting to purchase the property for $1 .55 million with Conservation Bond funds approved at a
previous Tovm Meeting. Although this represented over half of the $3 million bond voted for open space protection the previous year, the Conservation Commission agreed to recommend the expenditure of this money
for a mixed recreation/conservation use. Voters approved the warrant article. Additionally, the Town applied
for and was approved for a $ 00,000 Federal grant for the purchase. The campground was closed in the fell of
2002 and ~ per agreement with the previous owners ~ all camp trailers were removed, the property was
cleaned to the satisfection of the Town, and maintenance issues with the dam at the outlet of Wason Pond were
resolved. The Town closed on the sale in January 2003.
1

A seven-person advisory committee appointed by the Board of Selectmen has been meeting twice a month to
discuss issues, concerns and to

make recommendations to the Selectmen regarding the present and future use of
came from the Conservation Fund, a conservation ease-

the property. Since the funds to purchase the property

ment

will

be placed on the property to ensure

it

will protected in perpetuity

outdoor recreation and conservation purposes. The committee

is

currently

and that its use will be limited to
working with Rockingham County

Conservation District to draft the conservation easement.

A "Silver Sands Public

Information Forum" was held on Mardi 29 and residents were able to express their recommendations, concerns, and questions on the future use of the property. The Committee will consider the
information gathered at the forum when developing the future plans for the property within the limits placed by

The name change was as a result of a contest among all Chester residents,
board received 35 suggested names, and the most popular variation was what the property was before
the conservation easement.

that the
it

was

Wason Pond, hence, Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area. The opening of the newly
named Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area for limited uses is eagerly anticipated this summer.
Silver Sands,

The Advisory Committee meets

at 7

pm

on the

first

and third Sunday of the month. All residents are welcome

to attend

Respectively Submitted,

Wason Pond Conservation

&

Recreation Area

-

Advisory Committee

Members:
Brad Wamsley, Chairman Bill Chirgwin
Hilary Hall
Camilla Lockwood
Greg Lowell
Kim Misco
Don Pamell
Mike Weider
- Selectmen's Representative
Maureen Lein
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Report of the Chester Public Library
Another busy year has come and gone for your Library, and we have enjoyed seeing and serving all
of you and this past year we have added another 108 of you to our Library'" family." Along with our new patrons we've also added 2, 401 new materials to our collection! That brings our total materials to over 42, 000.
Our collection has things of interest for all gaierations. We have materials for infants to senior citizens.
The library has always received many donations over the years and we continue to be blessed by our patrons'
generosity. We receive, book donations, but magazine subscriptions, audios, Museum Passes, outdoor landscaping, and a spacious addition in 2001. We are very lucky to have these donors's thinking of us year after
year.

We would not be able to provide some of the special extras and materials that we have without their continued
So whoi you admire our flowers, use our Aquarium pass, or even browse through a magazine, you are
we would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our patron's and donors for not wily their financial donations but also all those who donated their time to read for a
program or help with a craft during story hour. All of your support is valuable to us no matter what the form!
This past fall the Board of Trustees purchased a new outdoor sign to replace the one that had previously
been donated by Col. Benton in memory of his late wife Bette. In October we held a ceremony to re-dedicate
support.

doing so because of someone's generosity. So

the

new

sign to her.

We also were the recipients of two grants this past year. One was for 2 new color printers and the other
was co-sponsored with Pinkertwi Academy and added many new youth audios and books to our collection. We
are always researching

new

grant and funding options to help supplement our budget so that

patron's the widest range of services and materials that

We also continue to host special
ica,

Flag

Day,

etc.

programs.

we

we may

offer our

can.

We had our traditional.

Holiday Story Hours, Read Across Amer-

Day

Celebration, and Fire Prevention month, to our unique celebrations of Mardi gras. National Donut

We

are

still

enjoying our monthly "date" with the

fourth graders this year with a special School

Mom's

club and

we

brought the "library" to the

visit.

TTiis summer we had an overwhelming response to our "Magical" Reading Program theme with a record
number of participants! It was a really fiin, event-filled summer that culminated with a make your own sundae

party/awards ceremony!

It is

always a

lot

of fun

for us to see children

(and adults!) get so excited about read-

ing!

Once summer was over we headed

into Sept.

We were able to have our most successful

flill

force with our annual bake sale at the Chester

sale yet with the help

Town

Fair!

of all the wonderful baked good donations

we

received from our Patrons!
In December the Trustees purchased a new Christmas tree for the Library and invited the town to decorate it. It
was a fun and festive evening. Thanks to all who participated.
We have a lot of events lined up for the coming year so keep an eye on our new sign, Chester's Channel
21, the Post Office Bulletin Board, the local papo-s, or better yet, stop -in to see what's coming up! Just a reminder, we are still a drop-off spot for the Chester Food Pantry and the Lion's Club (for no longer needed eyeglasses.) We also have a shelf in our front hallway that has binders with the minutes of the Planning Board and
one with current and ongoing events in town.

The

staff would like to thank

you

for another

wonderful year and

we

look forward to seeing you

all

Linda Heuer

New Hours
Mon & Wed

Judith Balk, Director

Mary Beth Ditoro

Tues.

Melissa Rossetti

Jeff Woodruff"

Li brary Staff

Trustees

Dana Giampaolo

Deb Munson

Marilyn Rossetti

Diane Connors

Emily Heuer
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& Thurs.

10-8

l-5pm
9am- 1pm*

Friday
Sat.

*ciosed Sat in July and

Aug

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report

CHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY
CHECKING REPORT
6/30/02

INCOME

End

of Year
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Report of the Chester Road

Name Advisory Committee

Under RSA 231 133, the duty to name roads falls to the Selectmen. In 1999, Chester's Board of Selectmen appointed an advisory committee to research the history
and attributes of the town with an eye to making appropriate recommendations for
:

new road names

in

sub-divisions submitted to the Planning Board.

The Chester book

of Regulations and Ordinances offers some basic guidelines.
Appendix "A", the town is divided into quadrants, which are assigned categories
such as animals, birds, flora or famous people, to be referred to when naming
roads. These designations were created to aid emergency personnel in quickly determining a part of town. Names of historical significance in Chester may also be
In

used.

The committee met very infrequently during the past year, most sub-divisions having
obtained road names the year before. However, matters of policy and general community/road related issues were discussed. A new name for the transfer station
road will soon be on the table again! And there are a couple of other names in process.

The Committee

regretfully accepted the resignation of John Colman, Chair and EveNoyes, Vice Chair, and wishes to thank them for their many years of valuable
service. In the eighties, John and Evelyn were part of an informal committee that
assisted in the numbering and correction of street names to comply with 9-1-1 requirements, and with the creation of the quadrant system. Their knowledge of the
town and their thoughtfulness in name choices will be greatly missed. The Committee is pleased they will stay on as ex officio members.

lyn

was voted

membership from eight to nine. Rob Jeans joined as the
Selectmen's representative. Cathi Hughes volunteered as a member of the general
public. Judy Balk was elected Chair and Ann Parnell co-Chair.
It

to increase the

The Committee is looking fonvard to an interesting and productive year ahead. It
does not meet on any regular basis; however the meetings are open to the public
and every

effort is

made

to place timely notices at the

129

town

offices

and post

office.
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Report of the Chester Road

Name Advisory

Committee-conf.

ask about a road name or offer any name for consideration
should contact Judy Balk at the library (887-3404) or Camilla Lockwood (887-3271).
The Committee is seeking one additional member at this time. Volunteer applications may be obtained at the town offices.

Anyone wishing

to

Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Balk, Chair

Ann

Colin Costine

Sara D'Agostino
Rob Jeans
Gladys Nicoll

Cathi

Hughes

Gregory Lowell

Parnell, Vice Chair

Camilla Lockwood, Liaison, Planning Board
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WILCOMB TOWNSEND TRUST FUND

ANNUAL REPORT
7/1/01 - 6/30/02

These funds are available to Chester residents of any age to help
with fuel, medications, or other necessities. Written applications
may be made to any trustee. We also offer help to anyone interested
that qualifies in obtaining Life Line through the Rockingham County
Community Action Services. We have certificates from Walmart which
may be used to purchase food & medication. Call a trustee for
information.
7/1/01

Beginning balance
Receipts:
Trustee of Trust Funds

6,B61 .03

Disbursements
Life Line
Rent expense
Trustee expense
Bank fees
Certificates
Social Security Admin.
Annual filing fee
Durable healthcare products
Postage

120.00
1,761.19
76.44
6.00
1,100.00
2,478.00
50.00
1,225.00
44.40

Total disbursements

6/30/02

Ending balance

Trustees:

Cynthia Tunberg
Tina Butterfield
Dianna Charron
Barbara Dolloff
Lisa Oleson

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia Tunberg, Treasurer
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Annual Report
Exeter River Local Advisory Committee
August of 1995, the New Hampshire Legislature designated the Exeter River for
protection under the New Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Act (RSA
483). Thereafter, the Commissioner of the Departnnent of Environmental Services,
acting on recommendations from Select Boards, appointed residents from each of
the seven communities along the river to serve as representatives to the Exeter
River Local Advisory Committee. (ERLAC)
In

of the Exeter River are found in "Herrick Woods" on Parsons Lane
Chester Street. This 33-acre parcel was generously donated to the town by
George Herrick in 1998, and is permanently protected by a conservation easement
held by the Rockingham County Conservation District.

The headwaters
off

The Exeter River watershed comprises approximately 125 square

miles. It is a sigwells
along
its
entire
32-mile
length
and is the
source
for
private
nificant recharge
chief water supply for the Town of Exeter. At the great dam in Exeter the river becomes the Squamscott River, an important tributary of Great Bay.

Plan, mandated by RSA 483, was adopted by the
Planning
Board
in
1999
as part of the town's Master Plan. The Committee
Chester
is working on implementing recommendations proposed in the Plan.

The Exeter River Management

The year 2002 marked the Exeter

River Local Advisory Committee's sixth year.
Education of the general public and local decision makers remained top priorities,
with the production of a beautiful brochure highlighting the river and all it contributes
2"*^
to the region. Mother Nature sent a late snow and sleet storm to Exeter for the
Annual Exeter River Alewife Festival held on May t8"^, keeping migrating Alewives
and river supporters from attending. Plans are already undenway for the third Festival next May. (Mark your 2003 calendars for May 31®'^

For a

third year,

ERLAC

representative Patrick

Seekamp

of

Brentwood and

his

brother Michael led another wonderful workshop on vernal pools at the end of April.

Children and adults spent hours

in the Danville town forest identifying salamanders,
and other creatures. Development of forest land threatens vernal pools in
every watershed community. Another vernal pool workshop is scheduled for 2003,
somewhere in the watershed, date and location to be announced.

turtles

open space and wildlife habitat were topics of discussion at monthly
meetings. With support from the NH Estuaries Project, ERLAC representatives and staff from the Rockingham Planning Commission met with
Protection of

ERLAC

132

.

Town of Chester 2002 Annual Report

Annual Report
Exeter River Local Advisory Committee-conf.
Planning Boards and Conservation Commissions in the watershed to
strengthening land use regulations to protect shoreline and uplands.

For 2003,
val, to

ERLAC

will

be hard

be held along the

river

at

on

work on the

May

31st

in

recommend

3"''

Annual Exeter River Alewife FestiSwazey Park in Exeter. Local Conser-

and Historical Societies are invited to
and cultural diversity of the watershed.

vation Commissions, Arts Associations

as

we

celebrate the natural, historical

The Committee wishes

to express

its

gratitude to the Chester Conservation

join

us

Com-

mission for its continued support and generous contribution of $300. to assist in the
important work of the Committee. In 1998, the Exeter River Project produced a
number of GIS maps of the river and watershed, showing important physical and environmental characteristics of the area. These are presently being used by the
Chester Conservation Commission in the preparation of a Natural Resources Inventory for the town. ERLAC looks forward to continued partnership with the Commission.

ERLAC meets the fourth Tuesday

each month

conference
room at the Rockingham County Nursing Home in Brentwood. Do you hunt? fish?
paddle, or just enjoy all the good things a river provides? If you would like to visit
and see what is happening with "your river", guests are always welcome. Chester
also seeking another representative for the Committee.
Join us! For

more

of

at 7:00 p.m. in the

information, please contact the

sion at 603-778-0885 or Camilla

Lockwood

at

is

Rockingham Planning Commis-

603-887-3271

Camilla C. Lockwood, Vice Chair
Exeter River Local Advisory Committee

*Watch

for

Please

coming

call

ERLAC

events

in

your paper and on

CH

21.

the Rockingham Planning Commission at 778-0885 for more informa-

tion.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
FIRE: Emergency #911
Permits required for

Bruce

Mc

all

Non-Emergency

887-3878
open

fires.

Stephen Tunberg

Laughiin

Scott

887-5790

887-4626

(Fire

Arrangements for permits may be obtained by
St.

House)

calling:

Steven Chiids

Clair

887-4558

887-4556

MEDICAL
Derry Area Ambulance Service: 911
Parkland Medical Center: 432-1500

Mary Hitchcock

Poison Center,

Rockingham

Hospital, Hanover,

NH: 643-4000

Visiting Nurse Association: 432-7776

TOWN FACILITIES
Recycling/Transfer Station, Route 102
Saturdays 7

am

Wednesday Evenings 6

2 p.m.;

-

p.m.- 8 p.m.

LIBRARY
Phone 887-3404

Mon

6 p.m. -9 p.m.; Tues 10 a.m. -8 p.m.;
Fri 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat

Wed

6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Thurs 10 a.m. -8 p.m.

9 a.m.-l p.m. (During School Sessions)

CHURCH SERVICES
Chester Congregational Baptist Church, 4 Chester Street

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. -Morning Worship
St.

Jerome's Mission

at

Day Mass

Lord's

-

Fellowship Bible Church,

Morning Worship 10:45

a.m.

-

1

0:30 a.m.

Chester Congregational Baptist Church

Saturday 5:45 p.m.

Rod and Gun Club Road

Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

-

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MEETINGS/OFFICE HOURS
(Town

Hall Closed

When School

is

Canceled Due

to

Snow

and for State of New Hampshire Holidays)

Selectmen Meetings: Monday Nights (as Posted)
Please call 887-4979 for an appt.. Office open

Mon

7 p.m. at

-

Town

Fri 8 a.m. -

Offices

12:30 p.m.

Tues 8 a.m. -4 p.m.

Town Clerk & Tax

Collector

Tues

8 a.m.

Fire Meeting

- 1st

-

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 8
Phone 887-3636

a.m.

-

12:30 p.m.;

4 p.m.

Tuesday of the month; Firehouse

Zoning Board of Adjustment - 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Office Hours: Friday 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m, Wednesday by appointment Phone 887-4343
2nd, and 4th Wednesday of the month.
Mon, Wed and Thurs 8 a.m. 12:30 p.m.;
Tues 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Phone 887-5629
Building Inspector/Zoning Office - Office Hours: Mon- Fri 8 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Field inspections conducted after 12 Noon. Phone 887-5552

Planning Board

- 1st,

Office Hours:
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